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First thoughts . . . 

 

Holding hands again! 

 

So, we come to January 2021. I wonder how long it will be before we see some 
snow? There, that has cheered you up! It is wonderful in the cold of winter to be 
able to open the curtains first thing in the morning and look out and see the snow 
fresh, clean and untouched. In some ways it is a bit like that as we start the new 
year. We can say to ourselves… ‘it’s a new year so I can start again with 
everything fresh and new and untouched’. As we wake up on the 1 January 
2021 we haven’t made any mistakes this year, we haven’t done anything wrong, 
there is just the year stretching out in front of us a blank canvas to be written 
upon. As we turn the calendar into a new year there is always a sense of 
anticipation and perhaps desire that this year will be different, will be better. 
That’s why we make New Year’s resolutions!  

 

However, we are probably all aware the snow simply covers over things. Each of 
us as we come to 2021 will have some baggage from the past, both good and 
bad, but some of which can hold us back. We don’t come to the New Year with a 
blank canvas. In particular all of us still have the trauma of Covid-19 hanging 
over us but the light at the end of the tunnel is hopefully getting a little bigger as 
vaccines continue to be administered. I so look forward to the day when we can 
once again hug a loved one or simply hold the hand of another human being. 

  

So, I do hope and pray we can look forward and we can resolve as best we can 
to make the most of the days that lie ahead. Of course, we can’t see what joys or 
sorrows will emerge (this time last year who would have imagined what lay 
ahead?) and, yes, we take ourselves and all we are into the year and yet, no 
matter what has been there in the past, there is so much that is good in our 
world that we should be able to be positive and hopeful as we step forward in to 
the year ahead. 

 

Naturally it is always less daunting to step forward into the unknown if there are 
people to support you; family, friends and neighbours. I wonder who is there with 
and for you as you step forward into the New Year? Some of us may be aware 
that we do not have a great circle of friends or family to support us and 
encourage us to grasp the opportunities 2021 may bring. But for each of us there 
is the presence of God who offers to be with us as a constant guide and friend 
through the year. I stumbled across this wonderful quote from Minnie Louise 
Haskins “And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: ‘Give me a 
light that I may tread safely into the unknown!’ And he replied: ‘Go out into the 
darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better 
than a light and safer than a known way.’” 
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That quote reminded me of our regular Morning Prayer meetings we began to 
offer every day via Facebook Live in the past year. I often found myself at the 
end of each broadcast encouraging those who had tuned in to go out and be the 
hands and feet of Jesus in the world. So, as we move into 2021 we all have that 
continuing opportunity to be the people Jesus calls us to be – to be His hands 
and feet in this world. Walking to others and holding out our hand on behalf of 
Jesus.  

 

My prayer for all of us is that we may, albeit in different ways, be able to put our 
hand out and bring the presence of Christ to someone else. But also… that each 
of us will be able to reach out and place our own hand into the hand of our 
Saviour and step forward to all He has for us this year. In any event may holding 
hands become normal again!!! May we all know God’s presence with us. 

Ruth and I wish you God’s rich blessing through this new year of 2021. 

Gordon 
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Prayers for December 

 

National Call to Pray  The Archbishops of Canterbury and York during 
Lockdown 2 asked us to take time each day to pray intentionally for our nation.  
It seems sensible to continue this through December.  The Archbishops said, 
“We know that we are in the faithful hands of the risen Christ who knows our 
weaknesses, tiredness and struggles and whose steadfast love endures forev-
er.” So we encourage you to follow this pattern: 

Sunday - Family, friends and loved ones 

We lift to God those we hold in our hearts – praying for their health, their well-
being and their sense of hope. We pray that even when loved ones cannot phys-
ically be together they would not feel apart. We ask for God’s help in our com-
municating, our connecting and our caring.  

Monday -  Schools and colleges, children and young people 

We pray for all those involved in the shaping of young lives. We give God thanks 
for the sacrifice and commitment of teachers and all those involved in serving 
children and young people in education. We pray that all might be nurtured and 
cared for and that every needful resource would be made available – that all 
lives can flourish even in these difficult times and that no-one would be over-
looked. 

Tuesday - Elderly, isolated and vulnerable 

We echo God’s commitment to those most at risk of this virus by praying today 
for those who are particularly vulnerable and isolated: praying for their deliver-
ance, protection and comfort. We hold before God those who care for them – 
that they would be strengthened and encouraged in this work. 

Wednesday - Businesses, the workplace and economic wellbeing 

In this time of great challenge, we pray for the economic wellbeing of the coun-
try. We remember before God those who face great uncertainty in their work. We 
lift before God those who have lost their jobs and face an uncertain and difficult 
future. We pray for a renewed commitment to our common life together. 

Thursday - The NHS and other key workers 

Our God is the great healer – and the agent used more than any other is the 
NHS. Today we voice our gratitude for those who serve this country in the Na-
tional Health Service and pray for that God would prosper the work of their 
hands – that they would all be encouraged in their continued work of sacrifice 
and care amongst us. 

Friday - National and Local government 

We pray for those who are in positions of authority with responsibility for decision 
making at national and local level at this difficult time. We ask that God would 
give great wisdom, deep commitment to all and right judgment. 
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Prayers for December -  continued 

 

Saturday  - All who are grieving, and all suffering with physical and mental 
ill-health 

‘Lord the one you love is ill....’ John 11 v 3 

We bring to God all those who suffer in body, mind, spirit or with grief. We ask 
that in God’s great loving kindness they might know God’s sustaining presence 
amidst their pain. We pray for those who are stretched beyond their own capaci-
ty to cope and remain hopeful – that in the roar of these waterfalls God would 
bring a sense of coherence, comfort and strength. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Debbie and Charles 

 

“On Saturday 5th December it 
was a joy to see Debbie 
(Thrower) and Charles make it to 
their wedding at St Lawrence. it 
had been touch and go because 
of lockdown but a good number of 
people gathered outside both be-
fore and after the service to wish 
them well and to share in their 
happiness. Thanks to Sarah 
Broadbent for providing this lovely 
picture of the bride and groom. 
We wish them every blessing, 
health snd happiness in their fu-
ture together.' 
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Bible Readings for the month of January 

Taken from the Church of England lectionary – readings to use daily 

Friday 1st Psalm 103 Genesis 17: 1 - 13 Romans 2: 17-end 

Saturday 2nd Psalm 18: 1-30 Isaiah 60: 1-12 John 1: 35-42 

Sunday 3rd Epiphany                     John 1: 10-18     Grace & Truth                     

Monday 4th Psalm 89: 1-37 Zechariah 8: 1-8 Luke 2: 41-end 

Tuesday 5th Psalm 48 Isaiah 61 John 2: 1-12 

Wednesday 6th Psalm 132 Isaiah 62 John 2: 13-end 

Thursday 7th Psalm 99 Isaiah 63: 7-end 1 John 3 

Friday 8th Psalm 46 Isaiah 64 1 John 4: 7-end 

Saturday 9th Psalm 148 Isaiah 65: 1-16 1 John 5: 1-12 

Sunday 10th Baptism of Christ         Mark 1: 4-11.   Jesus is more powerful 

Monday 11th Psalm 2 Amos 1 1 Corinthians 1: 1-17 

Tuesday 12th Psalm 9 Amos 2 1 Corinthians 1: 18-end 

Wednesday 13th Psalm 20 Amos 3 1 Corinthians 2 

Thursday 14th Psalm 21 Amos 4 1 Corinthians 3 

Friday 15th Psalm 67 Amos 5: 1-17 1 Corinthians 4 

Saturday 16th Psalm 33 Amos 5: 18-end 1 Corinthians 5 

Sunday 17th  Epiphany 2                 John 1: 43-51   You will see greater things 

Monday 18th Psalm 146 Amos 6 1 Corinthians 6: 1-11 

Tuesday 19th Psalm 132 Amos 7 1 Corinthians 6: 12-end 

Wednesday 20th Psalm 81 Amos 8 1 Corinthians 7: 1-24 

Thursday 21st Psalm 76 Amos 9 1 Corinthians 7: 25-end 

Friday 22nd Psalm 27 Hosea 1: 1-2: 1 1 Corinthians 8 

Saturday 23rd Psalm 122 Hosea 2: 2-17 1 Corinthians 9: 1-14 

Sunday 24th Epiphany 3 John 2: 1-11   Glory revealed 

Monday 25th Psalm 66 Ezekiel 3: 22-end Philippians 3: 1-14 

Tuesday 26th Psalm 36 Hosea 4: 1-16 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 

Wednesday 27th Psalm 46 Hosea 5: 1-7 1 Corinthians 10: 14-11: 1 

Thursday 28th Psalm 47 Hosea 5: 8-6: 6 1 Corinthians 11: 2-16 

Friday 29th Psalm 65 Hosea 6: 7- 7: 2 1 Corinthians 11: 17-end 

Saturday 30th Psalm 68 Hosea 8 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11 

Sunday 31st  Candlemas  Luke 2: 22-40    The Spirit’s guidance 
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Organ Concerts 

Tuesday 8 January 

Claudia Grinnell from Winchester Cathedral 

 

Tuesday 2 February  

Gordon Stewart International Concert Organist 

 

To observe social distancing it is necessary to book and this can be done either 
by emailing - info@altonorgansociety.co.uk or via the website - 
altonorgansociety.co.uk where you can also see full details of the Society’s 
dates of visiting organists and their respective programmes. Do contact me 
(tony.willman@mac.com or 07928516052) if you need further details. 

Admission is £10 at the door which includes a copy of the programme.   

Parish of the Resurrection 

St Lawrence Mini Market 

In the Parish Centre 

 

Saturday 6th February 

9.30 to 12.30 

 

Books, Puzzles, Tombola, Produce, etc 

During the past year, the Mini Market has raised over £4,200.00 

 

(All government guidelines relating to COVID-19 will be adhered to) 
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ROBERT SMITH 

Blacksmith 

The Forge 

Gosport Road 

Farringdon,  
Alton 

Hampshire 

GU34 3DL 

 

Hand Forged Ironwork of High Quality 

Gates, Railings, Fire baskets, Garden Furniture, Curtain rails & fittings,  
Door hinges & latches, General Metalwork, Repairs & Alterations 

Telephone 

01420 587233 

Please ring Before calling 

Alton Clock Shop 

Restorers of Antique and Modern Clocks, 
Watches, etc . . .  

Free Estimates, Advice & House Calls 

9 Lenten Street, Alton 

 

Tel/Fax 01420 88833 

PRIVATE CARERS 
We are a small group of mature carers 

who can provide care in the privacy of 

your own home. 

Assistance with personal care 

Con�nence care. 

Arranging appointments. 

 Meal prepara�on, shopping.                           

Light housework, Day�me si#ng 

service. 

Overnight stays. 

We are all insured & work independently 

but s�ll work together as a team so we 

can provide cover for any holidays or 

sickness. 

References available 

 Tel Carol    07753178468 

Email  c.may981@b�nternet.com 
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 An Environmental Gain 

 

Milk Deliveries 

Just in case you didn't know you can now have your 
milk delivered in returnable glass bottles by a 
milkman.   The supplier is Milk and More based in 
Aldershot.   

 

Regrettably it is not yet by horse and cart but by a man in a van.   But it is one 
more step towards reducing our use of plastic which as most people will know is 
causing horrendous pollution in land and sea.   Yet another contribution church 
members can make in response to the Eco Church initiative by the Church of 
England.  

 

 

 

Ecoal50 Smokeless Fuel  

 

Have you heard of Ecoal50 Smokeless Fuel ?  I hadn't until recently, when in a 
very sceptical frame of mind I bought a 25 kilo bag from a local solid fuel 
merchant to check it out.  And do you know what ?   It does what it says on the 
bag.  Quite astonishing ! 

Yes, it is slightly more difficult than house coal to light. Wood kindling is 
essential. But once alight it burns slowly with plenty of red heat.   It looks and 
feels as comfortable as a house coal open fire.   

Advertisements inform the reader that it is made in the UK by combining 50% 
renewable plant material with high quality anthracite, resulting in a fuel that burns 
longer and hotter than house coal, whilst at the same time producing much less 
smoke and carbon dioxide.  It is said to be cheaper to use than house coal, 
embers stay red overnight, and only a fine dust is left to be disposed of in the 
morning.  

Furthermore, it is produced in Wales which means continuing work for the 
communities where the mines and production facilities are located  

So, yet another environmentally friendly product for members of the Church of 
England to use and promote as our contribution towards improving the 
environment. 

William Blake - All Saints 
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Alton All Saints Hard of Hearing Group 

 

The Latest News  -  Sadly, at the moment there looks very little 
likelihood that the group can restart in the immediate future. 
Through both lockdown periods we have been able to keep in 
touch with the members and, are at present, circulating 
amongst them the scrapbooks which  had been prepared to 
celebrate the Group’s 20

th
 Birthday last March. As I have reluc-

tantly decided to retire from leading the Group we are now looking for a small 
committee  to take it  on into the future once it  starts up  again. No offers of ex-
pertise or time, no matter how small, will be refused. Please contact Rev Rachel 
or me if you wish to know more. I can assure you, it is a really rewarding  job  
which I have so enjoyed. Trevor and I both thank everyone for their friendship 
and support over the last twenty years  

 

 

Knitters Anonymous  

 

Knitters Anonymous is going from strength to strength!  We have the support of 
over a dozen knitters of whom we know, plus others who anonymously leave 
generous donations of beautifully made items in our churches for me to collect.  I 
will continue with this offshoot of the Hard of Hearing Group all the time that the 
donations continue to appear. Susannah, from ALTONAID, has asked me to 
thank everyone who has been knitting busily and donating  their knits to be dis-
tributed to the European Refugee camps. The hardships that  these poor people 
suffer is almost beyond our imagination. Thank you so much!  As our wool 
stocks are getting low, due to all the extra knitting completed during the lock-
downs, can I appeal for donations of any unwanted wool that you may have hid-
den away, plus buttons, ribbons and bits and bobs suitable for  attaching to Fid-
dlemuffs for dementia patients in our local Care Homes. With best wishes to you 
all a different but peaceful  2021  and thanking you all again for your support.   
Kate 

Knitters Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

Handmade – with love 

Remember, the greatest gifts are not wrapped in paper, but in Love. 
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Children, Youth and Families Worker (CYF) 

 

Hello everyone! My names Martha Lloyd and I’m 
the new Children, Youth and Families Worker 
(CYF for short) at the Parish of the Resurrection 
Alton. I wanted to say hello to you all and give 
you a brief introduction to who I am and what I’ve 
been up to over the last term. 

Firstly, a little bit about me. I’m 20 (although I 
may be 21 when you read this – my birthday is in 
December) and I’m from Walsall in the West 
Midlands. I originally moved down South last 
year when I did a gap year in Petersfield with the 
King’s Arms Youth Project and Life Church 
Petersfield. I was then fortunate enough to find a 
job down here working in the parish and working 
for the King’s Arms Youth Project in Alton. If you 
saw my introduction video in the midweek 
encouragement a few weeks ago, you will know 
that I love my tea with milk, no sugar; I don’t know enough about football to have 
a conversation with Gordon, and I am super excited to be working with all the 
children, young people and their families in the parish and across Alton and the 
surrounding towns and villages. 

One of the games I like to use to get to know the young people is called two 
truths and a lie, so I thought I’d put one in here for you guys to have a guess at 
which one is the lie. 

I love drawing, painting and all things crafty. 

I collect 50p coins. 

I love going on long walks. 

Now, I bet you’re all wondering which one is the lie… well now you have an 
excuse to come up to me and say hello so that you can find out the answer. 

 

Starting this job in the Parish has been super exciting, despite the covid 
restrictions, I have absolutely loved meeting new people whenever I have been 
able to. I have also loved getting to know the youth group. 

 

Blaze 

Blaze is the new name of the youth group in the parish. It is for ages 11 to 18 
(years 7 to 13). Before meeting the young people, I knew that I wanted to give 
them the ownership of their own youth group; this meant letting them pick a new 
name, logo, what we did during sessions and a load of other questions that I 
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sent out to them. So, together we chose Blaze. 

We have been doing a bible study together via Zoom 
every Wednesday and so far we have been looking at 
what it means to be a Christian in the modern world and 
to help us look at that, we have been looking at the 
Spiritual Disciplines, e.g. prayer, worship, bible study.  

As well as doing bible study together, we do a weekly 
social via Zoom where we meet, catch up, play games 
and build relationship together. I know for me when I was 
in the youth group at church, they became my family and I always wanted to be 
with them, so this is the environment I want to help cultivate with the young 
people in the parish. 

 

Children and Families 

It was exciting to first meet some of the children, young people and their families 
via the Church at 4 Zoom call in November. It was great to see so many lovely 
faces whilst celebrating Jesus’ light through the light party. It has also been 
lovely to meet families through the teddies Zoom group. 

Since then, it has been great working with the team to run two Christingle Zoom 
services. The Christingle services went so well and we had over 50 families join 
us on Sunday 6th December to learn about God’s love for the world and how 
Jesus is the light of the world. 

 

Although since joining the parish, we have all had to keep our distance to ensure 
the safety of our loved ones, it has been so special being welcomed into the 
community. I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting everyone so far and God has 
blessed every single encounter. I cannot wait until we can begin to meet in 
person more and more so that I can see so many more of your beautiful faces, 
and also so we can all have some fun together to celebrate. 

I hope to see you all at some point, and please feel free to come up to me and 
say hello if you see me out and about. 

God bless, 

Martha Lloyd 

Children, Youth and Families Worker (CYF) 

Email: martha@potr-alton.co.uk 
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POTR Eco Church Team update for January 

 

We would like to start by wishing all Sunrise 
readers a very Blessed and Joyful New Year and to 
thank you all for your support over 2020 as we 
have got used to understanding what Eco Church 
is all about and what it has meant for us in the 
Parish of the Resurrection. 

 

At the beginning of this New Year, we also felt that it was a good opportunity to 
remind us all why a group of us set up Eco Church in the Parish initially. The 
Anglican Communion’s fifth mark of mission is this ‘To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth’. It is based on 
what God tells us in the bible 

1. God made this world and He loves His whole creation: Gen1:31, Ps65:9, 
Job 38-39, Mathew 10:29, Hebrews 1:3, Col 1:16-17 

2. 2. God has created us to look after all that he has made: Gen 1:26-28, 2:15, 
Lev 25:1-5. 

3. 3. God’s creation has gone wrong because of us. Gen 3, Deut 28, Amos 8.   

4. 4. God has a future for His whole creation: Gen2:4, Ps19:1, Rom 1:20, Col 
1:16, Rev 4, Isa 43:18-21, Rom 8:19-22, Eph 1:9-10, Rev 21-22.   

 

In the December issue of Sunrise, Elspeth Mackeggie Gurney gave an update 
on all the things that the POTR Eco Church team have been involved in during 
2020 and that is despite the COVID restrictions being in place!  It was an 
exciting and productive year and already, there are visible changes to see in our 
Parish. As an Eco Church Team, we will endeavour to include a monthly article 
in Sunrise to keep everyone updated to what is new and what to look out for and 
as part of this improvement in communication; the Eco Church section on the 
POTR website has been revamped.   

 

We plan to revive the monthly prayer and eco hints & tips on the website 
focussing on something new each month.  There are already some great photos 
of what we have been doing, along with links to other appropriate webpages 
such as the Eco Talks taken from the 2020 virtual New Wine Conference.  You 
will also be able to find Gordon Randall’s film made when he was stewardship 
adviser to the diocese which was featured in the 2020 on line Harvest church 
service as well as the contact details for the current Eco Church Team members 
(https://potr-alton.co.uk-eco-church) 

 

Going forward, we would like to forge more links with the local community action 
groups and we also hope when allowed, to hold some evening discussions in 
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the Spring/Summer 2021 with emphasis on the biblical underpinning of why 
Creation care is everyone’s vital responsibility.   We would also like to encourage 
anyone who would like to join us and thank you again for your support. 

 

So, in conclusion, please do remember to recycle your Christmas cards. Last 
year we collected so many for an Arts & Crafts activity that there are still lots left 
so please put this years’ into the paper/card recycling bins as usual along with 
non-foil/glitter Christmas wrapping, being mindful that glitter is a micro plastic 
and could end up in the ocean.  Christmas trees and any empty printer 
cartridges can also be recycled at the Alton Recycling centre, omega park, 
GU34 2QE, thank you. 
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Notes from a Locked-down Choir 

 

Happy New Year everyone and let's hope 2021 is better for us all. To kick it off 
on the right foot (and on left foot too!) my castaway this month is our extremely 
talented and highly esteemed organist Will Nisbet. Will has been our organist 
since September 2015 and we must be a rare parish church choir that can boast 
the combination of a top organist and a director of music. I can assure you we all 
appreciate just how lucky we are.  

Will's choice of discs gives us a nice little insight into the man behind the 
manuals. Personally I can stare at his feet for hours as they fly over the 
pedalboard but there is much more to Will than fancy footwork! He has become 
a great friend of our choir, totally committed to us and to bringing wonderful 
choral and organ music to you. He has a great sense of humour, amazing organ 
accompaniment skills  and  loves a pint of bitter which in our book is the perfect 
combo!  Here is his selection...  

 

1. Goldberg Variations by J.S. Bach. 

I have chosen this piece to represent Bach's music, I think the opening Aria is 
very beautiful and as there are 30 Variations after this I get a lot of music in one 
choice! Also, the piece was apparently written to help someone get to sleep so 
they might prove handy on a desert island. 

 

2. This is the record of John by Orlando Gibbons. 

Gibbons is one of my favourite composers and this anthem is probably his best 
known, I would be very happy if we could perform this in church once things get 
back to normal. 

 

3. Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland by J.S. Bach. 

There are many Chorale Preludes by Bach that I could have chosen. I have 
chosen this one as I think it is one of his most haunting pieces for the organ and 
as it is an Advent piece it fits with the time of year. It also works very well when 
played on the piano and I might even be tempted to take a recording made on 
the piano. 

 

4. "Appassionata" Piano Sonata by Beethoven. 

Some time ago I was given an old copy of all of Beethoven's Piano Sonata's, I 
have been listening to some of them recently and this is one of my favourites. I 
particularly love the slow movement with its beautiful opening theme. 
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5. If ye love me by Tallis. 

I could have chosen many pieces written around this time by Tallis and others 
but I think this short and simple anthem sums them up perfectly. 

 

6. "Sound the Trumpet" by Purcell. 

I have always loved Baroque music and as some of my previous choices have 
been on the slow side, this piece will certainly cheer things up! 

 

7. Afton Water sung by Kenneth McKellar. 

This song will remind me of my childhood and my parents as I remember my dad 
playing lots of traditional Scottish songs on the record Player, I have still got the 
records but no player at present. This is a beautiful slow traditional song and I 
think McKellar sings it with feeling. 

 

8. Show me the way to Amarillo by Tony Christie. 

My final choice really will shake things up on a desert island. I have chosen this 
as it will bring back memories of a trip to Hampden Park in Glasgow to watch the 
League Cup Final between Rangers and Motherwell. Although supporting 
Rangers I was in the Motherwell section with my cousins and this was played 
(and sung!) as their anthem before the match and the only way to sum it up is 
complete madness! 

It is a very hard choice to choose just one record to save but it will have to be the 
Bach Goldberg Variations. If I could smuggle a copy onto the island I might have 
time to try and learn them. 

The book I would choose is a History of Britain by Simon Schama. I love reading 
history and I would have time to read the 3 volumes of this book. 

My Luxury item would be a harpsichord with a pedalboard. Obviously, a lack of 
electricity would be a problem with an electronic organ so a harpsichord with a 
pedalboard would let me practice. 

I'm sure you'll agree this is a lovely choice of music. In almost a year without 
singing and listening to Will's playing, it remind us of  what we're missing  and 
how we long to get back into our choir robes and choir stalls. Will and I have the 
secret  aim of applying to sing evensong  in  St Paul's Cathedral one day  and 
with his fabulous playing and a bit of (ahem...)  "polishing up "on our part  I 
reckon we could  do it! We would just need a tot of port first from his "special 
organist's cupboard" 

 Thank you Will for letting us hear your Desert Island Discs. 
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ARTISAN SOFT FURNISHINGS 

 

Just moved house? 

Are you decoating? 

 

Get a fresh look for any room with 
new curtains, blinds, reupholstered 
sofa’s, loose covers and other soft 
furnishings. Call us to arrange a free, 
no obligation estimate and advice. 
 

All budgets catered for 
Covid 19 secure procedure in place 

 

Tel: 077941 432670 

or email: 
Joanne.taylor@somethingscrumptious.co.uk 
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Building & Plumbing 
Established 1967 

50th Anniversary 2017 

 

Employing indentured and cer�fied 

tradesmen able to carry out all 

aspects of their respec�ve trades. 

No job too small or too big. 

Commercial, Industrial, Domes�c. 

 

01420 84454 
 

david.c.andrews67@gmail.com 
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News and Views from St Peter’s Church Beech 

 

Today is Sunday December 13
th
 and I am endeavouring to find a positive story 

to write about.  Our big hope for the day was centred in the morning service at St 
Peter’s and it did not let us down. The ever cheerful, smiling Reverend Lynn 
Power took the service, ably assisted by Sarah Neish. They were supported, 
from the seat usually reserved for Ministers, by Ian Power. A congregation of 
about twenty filled the, socially distanced, spaced-out seats and we were 
received well and positively by Lynn. After the usual introduction and first 
prayers we were led into a couple of notices – the rest were saved until the 
closing bell had sounded. Then it was time to light the third Advent candle, the 
one representing John the Baptist and Lynn supplied the flame without pause. 
Gloria read out the lessons, which were extracts from Isaiah and St John’s 
Gospel in which we were reminded about the imminent arrival of Jesus. There 
then followed, in the sermon, a gentle introduction to the real reasons why we 
celebrate Christmas. Lynn then went on to introduce some and refresh the 
minds of others there, of the wonders of something that most of us had never 
even heard of twelve months ago – Zoom. It is a wonderful invention and 
concept that superseded something that I could never get my mind round – 
Skype! Zoom has enabled us to survive the pandemic and to keep in touch with 
distant family members, as well as friends by something very much more 
cheerful and all-inclusive than the phone. We were reminded of the timing of this 
new idea and some of its benefits. I’m sure that God sent it at this time to help 
the lonely and downcast. Its widespread use has grown, solely due to the 
pandemic. The only drawback is for those, mainly people set in their ways, who 
do not have computers. If you don’t have a computer I recommend that you ask 
a relative or a friend to lead you into this field. They are not expensive and the 
basics can be picked up quickly.  

 

Anyway, Lynn continued the service and helped to brighten the day. The notices 
were then read out and we were reminded of coming Advent and Christmas 
services. We were also asked to book our seats for December 20

th
 and 

December 25
th
.  

 

Sarah, on whom eighteen months of hard work has fallen, reported that the 
scaffolding is in place for our major Church repairs and refurbishment. These 
should be completed within two to three weeks and will include repairing major 
leaks and the bell tower. Other problems will be dealt with as the work 
progresses. Our grateful and heartfelt thanks were given to Sarah and we look 
forward to our return to a renovated St Peter’s early in the new year. 
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When one feels in need of a lift re-reading a favourite poem can help, so I’ll 
include my favourite here: 

 

The Road through the Woods 

 

They shut the road through the woods 

Seventy years ago. 
Weather and rain have undone it again, 
And now you would never know 

There was once a road through the woods 

Before they planted the trees. 
It is underneath the coppice and heath 

And the thin anemones. 
Only the keeper sees 

That, where the ring-dove broods, 
And the badgers roll at ease, 
There was once a road through the woods. 

Yet, if you enter the woods 

Of a summer evening late, 
When the night-air cools on the trout-ringed pools 

Where the otter whistles his mate, 
(They fear not men in the woods, 
Because they see so few.) 
You will hear the beat of a horse’s feet, 
And the swish of a skirt in the dew, 
Steadily cantering through 

The misty solitudes, 
As though they perfectly knew 

The old lost road through the woods … 

But there is no road through the woods. 

 

 By Rudyard Kipling 
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What is a Lord ? 

 

Out of curiosity I have been looking into what is meant by such a title.  Most of 
us have no contact with such a personage and even if we did I suspect would 
find little resemblance to the historical reality.  What I have been able to unearth 

follows. 

 

Under the Middle Ages feudal system land was granted to the people for service.   
It started at the top with the king granting his land to a baron in return for soldiers 
all the way down to a peasant getting land to grow crops. 

The centre of life was the manor run by the local lord.   He lived in a large house 
or castle where people would gather for celebrations or for protection if they 
were attacked.   A small village would form around the castle which would 
include the local church building.   Farms would then spread out from there 
which would be worked by the peasants. 

The lords ran the local manors.  They were also the kings knights and could be 
called into battle at any moment by their baron.   They owned everything on their 
land including the peasants, crops, and village 

 

So, it occurs to me that when we name Jesus as Lord we must fully understand 
what we are saying ie, all that we have and are must be at His disposal.   It is 
His right and expectation. 
 

I wonder if this is what we realise when we agree to be Confirmed ?  I certainly 
don't recall being taught this in my now very distant confirmation class.  Maybe it 
was assumed ?   If so, it shouldn't have been !   It is fundamental to our 
relationship with Jesus Christ THE LORD. 

 

William Blake - All Saints 
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News from Holy Rood, Holybourne 

 

 

As for everyone, it’s certainly a busy time leading up to Christmas.  We are sad 
that there are so many things we are unable to do owing to Coronavirus, but 
there are plenty of other opportunities one of the highlights being our walk 
around Holybourne with the donkeys from Mill Cottage Farm Experience in mid 
December.    The virus had put paid to our plans for telling the nativity story at 
‘stations’ around the village so we took the donkeys around the streets and there 
certainly was lots of interest, especially in Bramble, the baby donkey who was 
born on 1 October.  So sweet!  We handed out ‘Why Christmas?’ booklets and 
other tracts and had lots of good conversations…  We also managed to raise 
£400 for Bushy Leaze Children and Families Centre and the local women’s 
refuge.   

It’s great seeing the Advent windows pop up around the village as well as in 
Alton on the Living Advent Calendar Trail as organised by Ellie Elder; I certainly 
had fun preparing ours!  The only issue is remembering to turn off the loft light 
when we go to bed each evening… 

Some of you will know Jean and Tony Marchant’s daughter Charlotte; she is a 
florist and has made a superb wreath for the church door.    In the village we are 
being encouraged as a community to put out Christmas lights; it wouldn’t be 
easy to see lights at the Vicarage from the lane so I have decorated our espalier 
apple tree with baubles instead.  Do you think that will do?! 

We are looking forward to taking part in the nationwide ‘Doorstep Carols’ 
initiative on 16 December although I may have to stand well away from Gordon 
as he sings so loudly as many of you who have had the ‘pleasure’ of standing 
next to him when we were allowed to sing will know! 

It’s great being back in church for services; we do try to keep in contact with 
everyone by phone and on doorsteps, but there is something special about 
being able to worship together as a church family on a Sunday morning.   There 
was also something very special about the recent Zoom Christingle Service 
when 40+ people from the village joined in the fun led by Martha Lloyd; we were 
even joined by members of David and Sarah Bowyer’s family in America and 
Holland!  

Outside of the church, I am still very involved with the Community Cupboard 
rescuing unwanted food and flowers from the local supermarkets.  It’s great to 
be involved with a group of folk from all areas of the town, both churched and 
unchurched, and doing something practical.  Bob Marshall has recently joined 
the team and I am sure that he, like me, takes great delight on saving ‘stuff’ that 
would have otherwise gone into landfill and supporting local families in need.   I 
am also involved with CAP (Christians Against Poverty) having heard Mark 
Rumsby give a presentation at St Lawrence Church last year; it has been really 
interesting learning about how this amazing charity operates and getting to know 
another group of people.   
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Merry Christmas to you all and may God bless you and your family with peace 
and joy for the year to come, from everyone at Holy Rood Church  

Ruth Randall 
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Wild winter larders, Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sight of your fridge or cupboards full after a trip to the shops can be very 
satisfying, but did you know humans aren’t the only ones who like to keep a well-
stocked larder over the winter months? 

All sorts of animals have been seen hiding food away, ready to eat in the depths 
of winter when other food sources get scarce.  

 

In the woods 

Some of the first animals that we might think of when we hear the words ‘winter 
larder’ are squirrels. These furry mammals hide high-fat food in a scattered 
fashion, either burying their hoard or stuffing it into hollows in trees. Their stash 
often includes nutritious meals like acorns and hazelnuts, but red squirrels have 
also been seen keeping fungi in dry spots between branches to eat later. 
Squirrels hide so much food in preparation for winter that they inadvertently help 
woodlands to grow, with many of the forgotten seeds germinating in spring.  

Looking to our feathered friends, acorns are also a firm favourite with jays. They 
cache their food in a similar way to squirrels, scattering it throughout the forest 
and often forgetting some of the piles. If not buried or hidden well, their stores 
may be eaten by mice before the jays ever get the chance.  

 

Under the ground 

Perhaps more unexpectedly, some British subterranean species also keep food 
stores in winter. Moles keep stores of earthworms at this time of year, in 
preparation for the ground freezing and becoming too hard for them to feed. A 
mole’s storage method is rather gruesome; they bite the heads of worms, 
immobilising them and then keep their meal in chambers off their tunnels. In 
areas where flooding is likely the moles might also store their prey in a ‘fortress’ 
above ground. Some worms have a lucky escape, if they haven’t been eaten by 
the time the weather warms up, they can heal their heads and tunnel their way 
out.   

 

Helping wildlife stock up for winter can be really simple. Putting out food for birds 
and letting your garden grow wild, with log and rock piles provides food and 
places for wildlife to wait out the cold.  



Sunrise January 2021 Page 25 

 

Image: Jay on a branch by David Williams  
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FRESH AYRES 
LANDSCAPES 

 
 
 
 
 

Complete Landscaping 
And Garden Maintenance 

Paving • Patios • Fencing • Decking 
Lawns • Turfing • Hedges 

Borders • Pruning • Planting 
• Tree Surgery • 

For Friendly Advice and a Free      
Estimate Call Mark or Adam on 

01420 82254 or 07980 665360 
www.freshayreslandscapes.co.uk 

Alton 

Amery Hill 
01420 82384 

Bordon 

Chalet Hill 
01420 472904 

Grayshott 
Crossways Road 

01428 604442 

Amery Veterinary Group 

ALTON, BORDON, GRAYSHOTT 

• Full Diagnostic and Surgical Facilities 

• Pet Passports 

• Microchipping 

• Weight watchers’ clinic 

• Free on-site car parking 

• 10% off your first consultation 

Offering compassionate care from friendly and highly qualified staff 
 

   www.ameryvets.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTRICIAN 

John E Blogg 

130 Greenfields Avenue, Alton 

T: 01420 590240, M: 07500 140303 

(Qualified Part P, 17th Edition) 

• Rewires, sockets 
& Lights 

• Domestic 

• Extension points 

• Repairs 

• Night storage 
Heaters 

• Cookers  

• Immersion heaters 

Fully insured & guaranteed 

 

No job too small 
Thorough and reliable 

 

07597 587344 
www.TheHelpfulGreg.co.uk 
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The February Copy Deadline is Noon    
Sunday 17 January -  Please no late articles 

Articles can be emailed to the editor  sunrise.alton@gmail.com 

left in Parish Office or taken to 31 Shipley Close.  
 Editor  Peter Hicks  80092 

 Advertising  Louis Nyman    07901 617046     (louis.nyman@outlook.com) 
 Printing  TreloarPrint 547424 

 Distribution   Sheila Donnelly 86315             (sheila@cdsd.co.uk) 
 

Donations towards printing costs will be much appreciated  -- Thank you 



St Lawrence Church 
 Director of Music 
 Tony Willman  543628 
 Organist 
 Will Nisbet  
 Head Server 
 Clive Muller  86064 
 Captain of the Bell Tower 
 Matthew Watts  543886 
 Teddy Bears 
 Sarah Broadbent  85247 
 The Lighthouse 
 Fiona Micklefield 88794 
  

All Saints Church 

 Organist & Choir Leader 
 Ken Jackson  
 Bellringing 
 Matthew Watts  543886 
 Sacristan 
 Priscilla Inkpen                   768941  
  

St Peter’s Church Beech 

 Organist  
 Gloria Wills 542683 
 Sacristan 
 Annis Mendham  83501 
 

Church of the Holy Rood 
 Organist & Musical Director 
 Andrew Hinde  84056 
 Bellringing  
 Rob Law 544865 
 Flowers 
 Ruth Randall 549567 
 Sacristan 
 Vacant 

St Lawrence Organisations 
Community Market 
Clive Muller 86064 

Traidcraft 
Jo McGregor  87680 
Children’s Society 
Carol Williams  588565 

All Saints Organisations 

 Hard of Hearing Group 
 Kate Dando 83514 

 Children’s Society 
 Judy Brown 82289 

St Lawrence (CE) Primary School 
Headteacher 
Mrs. Dawn Casson  84400 
Chair of Governors 
Paul Susans  84400 

Andrews' Endowed CE Primary School 
 Headteacher 
 Mrs Maria Lloyd        83094 
 Chair of Governors 
 Nigel Green 83094 

Other Organisations 

Busy Bees @ St Lawrence (Pre-school) 
Alison 549831 
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 
Catherine Morgan     cathmorg@outlook.com   
Organ Society 
Tony Willman  543628  
Girls’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist) 
Kym Burgess 01252 334814 
Boys’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist) 
Pete Burgess 01252 334814 
DofE 
David Allan 84739 



January Services in the Parish of the Resurrection 
 

3rd January 

Christmas 2 - John 1: 10-18     Grace & Truth 

9.15am  Morning Worship  St Peter’s 

9.30am  Holy Communion  Holy Rood 

10.30am Holy Communion  St Lawrence 

10.30am Morning Worship  All Saints 

 

10th January 

Baptism of Christ 
9.15am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

9.30am  Morning Worship  Holy Rood 

10.30am Morning Worship  St Lawrence 

10.30am Holy Communion  All Saints 

 

17th January 

Epiphany 2 

9.15am  Morning Worship  St Peter’s 

9.30am  Holy Communion  Holy Rood 

10.30am Holy Communion  St Lawrence 

10.30am Morning Worship  All Saints 

 

24th January 

Epiphany 3 

9.15am  Holy Communion  St Peter’s 

9.30am  Morning Worship  Holy Rood 

10.30am Morning Worship  St Lawrence  

10.30am Holy Communion  All Saints 

 

31st January 

Candlemas 

9.15am  Morning Worship  St Peter’s 

9.30am  Holy Communion  Holy Rood 

10.30am Holy Communion  St Lawrence 

10.30am Morning Worship  All Saints 

 

Tuesday 12th, 19th and 26th  January 

7pm   Holy Communion  St Lawrence 

 

Every Wednesday 

9.30am  Holy Communion  All Saints       
 

Services may change according to Government & Church of England guidance. 


