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First thoughts . . .
Dear Friends
The coronavirus pandemic has affected all aspects of life over the past 18
months since those early days of March 2020 when lockdown in its various
forms first became an issue for the world.
Now we are tentatively lifting restrictions – and who knows the extent of such deregulation? We are entering what has been described as the post-Covid world.
Issues that will need to be addressed include:


What will be the impact on social distancing?



Will we still need to wear masks in some public places?


Will working from home continue? And more…
The worldwide church is one of the many organisations that has to decide how
to adapt to this changing situation. For example, the question of whether we
should have kept our church buildings open during the first lockdown was a
dilemma this time last year.
Now we question is singing in church going to be safe? Can we enjoy some
social occasions together? What about sharing the peace? What about bread
and wine for communion and the use of the common cup? One of the most
significant impacts of the pandemic on church life has been the way in which
online activity has become part of our culture. Zoom meetings and online
worship were not on our agenda at the beginning of this decade. What is the
future for these?
For over 2,000 years the Christian Church has been challenged to pass on the
Good News of Jesus Christ to the world. During that time, the Church has had to
adapt to a variety of different situations. The message of salvation through the
risen Jesus has not changed throughout that time. But the way we communicate
that
message
has
to
keep
evolving
and
responding
to
a
changing world. When someone is licensed to a parish we hear the phrase 'The
Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church,
worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It professes the
faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic
creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each
generation’. That is read to the whole congregation not just to the one who is
being licensed - it is a call for each and everyone of us.
These words of the Archbishop of Canterbury from earlier this year are important
and I have written them down so that I can be reminded often. In an interview he
stated: “The mission of the church is the same in every culture and country: to
demonstrate, through its actions and words, that God’s offer of unconditional
love to every human being through Jesus Christ calls us to holiness and hope.”
That call to holiness and hope exists in whatever situation we find ourselves in.
plague, pandemic or peace. Jesus Christ – who is the same yesterday, today
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and forever - should be our light as we seek to take His message to all those
who live, work or worship in our parish – and beyond.
That is the call to the church - and the church is bigger than we often want to
make it. I like this said by the Archbishop of York in a recent address to the York
Diocesan Synod:
Don’t misunderstand me, I love and cherish the built heritage of our parish
churches. But the church is not a building.
Don’t misunderstand me, I absolutely value and cherish the clergy (I’m one of
them after all!). But the church is not the priest.
Don’t misunderstand me, I value the history of parish and place upon which the
Church of England’s ministry has been built for centuries. But the church is not
the parish.
In our going forwards into the future, COVID or no COVID, let’s hold a big vision
because the church is often much bigger than we want to make it and so is
Jesus who we proclaim afresh and who will lead us all into a new creation
Andrew
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Bible Readings for the month of August
Taken from the Church of England lectionary – readings to use daily
Sunday 1st Trinity 9
2nd

Monday
Tuesday 3rd
Wednesday 4th
Thursday 5th
Friday 6th
Saturday 7th

Psalm 44
Psalm 48
Psalm 119: 57 - 80
Psalm 57
Psalm 27
Psalm 68

Sunday 8th Trinity 10
9th

Monday
Tuesday 10th
Wednesday 11th
Thursday 12th
Friday 13th
Saturday 14th

Psalm 71
Psalm 73
Psalm 77
Psalm 78: 1 - 39
Psalm 55
Psalm 76

Sunday 15th Trinity 11
16th

Monday
Tuesday 17th
Wednesday 18th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th
Saturday 21st

Psalm 80
Psalm 89 : 1 - 18
Psalm 119: 105 - 128
Psalm 92
Psalm 88
Psalm 97

John 6.24-35
Ezekiel 37: 1 - 14
Ezekiel 37: 15 - end
Ezekiel 39: 21 - end
Ezekiel 43: 1 - 12
Ecclesiasticus 48: 1 - 10
Ezekiel 47: 1 - 12
John 6.35, 41-51
Proverbs 1: 1 - 19
Proverbs 1: 20 – end
Proverbs 2
Proverbs 3: 1 – 26
Proverbs 3: 27 – 4: 19
Proverbs 6: 1 - 19
Proverbs 8: 1 – 21
Proverbs 8: 22 – end
Proverbs 9
Proverbs 10: 1 – 12
Proverbs 11: 1 – 12
Proverbs 12: 10 - end
John 6.56-69

Monday 23rd
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th
Thursday 26th
Friday 27th
Saturday 28th

Proverbs 14: 31 – 15: 17
Genesis 28: 10 – 17
Proverbs 18: 10 – end
Proverbs 20: 1 – 22
Proverbs 22: 1 – 16
Proverbs 24: 23 - end

Sunday 29th Trinity 13
Monday 30th
Tuesday 31st

Psalm 126
Psalm 132
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Mark 2: 23 – 3: 6
Mark 3: 7 – 19a
Mark 3: 19b – end
Mark 4: 1 – 20
Mark 4: 21 – 34
Mark 4: 35 - end

John 6.51-58

Sunday 22nd Trinity 12
Psalm 98
Psalm 86
Psalm 111
Psalm 115
Psalm 139
Psalm 121

Mark 1: 1 - 13
Mark 1: 14 – 20
Mark 1: 21 – 28
Mark 1: 29 – end
1 John 3: 1 – 3
Mark 2: 13 - 22

Mark 5: 1 – 20
Mark 5: 21 – 34
Mark 5: 35 – end
Mark 6: 1 – 13
Mark 6: 14 – 29
Mark 6: 30 - 44
Mark 6: 45 – end
John 1: 43 – end
Mark 7: 14 – 23
Mark 7: 24 - 30
Mark 7: 31 – end
Mark 8: 1 - 10

Mark 7.1-8, 14, 15, 21-23
Proverbs 25: 1 – 14
Proverbs 25: 15 - end

Mark 8: 11 – 21
Mark 8: 22 - 26
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Eco-Church at the Eco-Fair, Alton, 11th June:
the story of Ndanifor Ecovillage, Bafut, Cameroon
This was our first step as the Eco-Church team to explore the wider issues of
supporting eco-initiatives in the global south. We believe that our mission needs
to look beyond just getting our own “house” in better eco-order. God has given
us an extraordinary opportunity to respond following the tragic events at Ndanifor
Ecovillage, Bafut, Cameroon, which I have had the blessing of being involved
with since 2006.
To get the full scope of this we produced a display of photos that presented, as
best we could, the story of Ndanifor Ecovillage, from its early days as a
Community Garden for immigrant Bafutans in the city of Yaounde, capital of
Cameroon, to a flourishing teaching centre for sustainable living in the rural
African context at Bafut in the north western highlands of Cameroon.
A rare and truly African enterprise, home-grown in response to well-understood
local conditions, Ndanifor has fallen victim to the current civil war arising from
unresolved post-colonial tensions. In January of this year, after acting as a
hostel for war refugees, Ndanifor was burnt to the ground by the national
military. No deaths, thankfully, as many of the core team had left to find refuge in
the Tamera Ecovillage in Portugal, but a beacon of hope for many young
Cameroonians lies in ashes.
Ndanifor was the inspiration of a Bafutan man, Joshusa Konkankoh, son of the
blacksmith of Bafut, who after university at Buea gave up his government job to
set up the Community Garden and lead young graduates in various social
enterprises. I was introduced to Joshua on one of his UK visits and joined the
support group here in the UK. We were able to help Joshua purchase the
farmland at Bafut and buy the essential 4x4 vehicle to help develop the
ecovillage project. Early help from enthusiatic local women led to the building of
a community hall for teaching, other buildings soon followed and the project
grew apace soon hosting international permacuture and ecovillage design
courses attended by young people from Cameroon and abroad.
The best way to understand what this all meant to those involved is to watch the
short film about Ndanifor made by BetterWorld-Cameroon, the local ngo that
Joshua set up to develop the community enterprise. Here is the link to the short
film Bafut Ecovillage – Transition of a Traditional Village https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTxhKoLpqNM
The hope is that the promise of this achievement can be recovered after the
tragic destruction of January this year. There is video footage of the smoking
ruins on the BetterPlaces platform https://youtu.be/N83QX37tR1k But this is not
the end of the story: a courageous group of young Cameroonian refugees from
Ndanifor are envisioning a new ecovillage as they support themselves though
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market gardening on a hill farm in Portugal. Thanks to their time at Tamera (a
community dedicated to peace and security) the spiritual vision of a peacemaking ecovillage is emerging in their midst: the idea of an African Peace
Village.
Many visitors at the Eco-Fair expressed the view that it was good to find a link
with an overseas project that was personal and had the potential to grow in trust
at the community level. What about a virtual eco-cafe to nurture this, creating a
conversation between local people here and the young exiles in Portugal,
sharing concerns about the stewardship of Creation and the place of peacemaking? How about setting up a Fb group called OWECA, that’s One World Eco
-Cafe Alton, as a platform for this conversation? Any other ideas?
Rob Simpson.
20th July 2021
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ROBERT SMITH
Blacksmith
The Forge
Gosport Road
Farringdon,
Alton
Hampshire
GU34 3DL

Hand Forged Ironwork of High Quality
Gates, Railings, Fire baskets, Garden Furniture, Curtain rails & fittings,
Door hinges & latches, General Metalwork, Repairs & Alterations

Telephone
01420 587233
Please ring Before calling

Alton Clock Shop
Restorers of Antique and Modern Clocks,
Watches, etc . . .
Free Estimates, Advice & House Calls

9 Lenten Street, Alton

PRIVATE CARERS
We are a small group of mature carers
who can provide care in the privacy of
your own home.
Assistance with personal care
Con nence care.
Arranging appointments.
Meal prepara on, shopping.
Light housework, Day me si#ng
service.
Overnight stays.
We are all insured & work independently
but s ll work together as a team so we
can provide cover for any holidays or
sickness.

References available
Tel Carol 07753178468
Email c.may981@b nternet.com

Tel/Fax 01420 88833
Sunrise August 2021
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O happy band of pilgrims meeting again

We are having a red
sunflower competition in
Holybourne;
ours may not be the
prettiest or tallest but I
think it may be the first to
flower!
Ruth
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News from Alton Methodist Church
From Sunday 25th July there will be no need to reserve a place for a service at
Alton Methodist Church. We will, for now, be continuing with just one service
each Sunday, at 10.00am.
The popular online services will be continuing, accessible through the church
website, www.altonmethodist.org.uk.
The weekly Tuesday coffee mornings (staffed by teams from all the GAP
churches) will resume on 27th July, from 10am to 12 noon.
CAMEO will re-start in September – more details nearer the time.
Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade have been meeting in person for several months with
COVID protocols in place. We hope that these will not be necessary when we restart in September after the summer break, so that we can play more games,
share resources and even sing again!
If you’d like more information about any of our activities, please visit the website
or email altonmethodist@hotmail.com and your enquiry will be passed on. The
church office is not open to visitors but if you phone 01420 82695 the answerphone message should direct you to phone either Rev Philip Simpkins (for pastoral matters) or Liz George (for bookings or administration). Please then phone
them direct as answerphone messages may be overlooked!

The purpose of the font
That Sunday our Family Service included two baptisms and many young children were there. In his talk, the Vicar asked the children if any of them knew
what the font was for – and the answer came back: “For washing babies’ hair”!
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St Peter’s Church, Beech celebrates St Peter’s Day 2021
On Friday 25th June a faithful band of the congregation from St Peter’s met to
give the church and its grounds a biannual deep clean. The rain had been
threatening all week but it shows that the sun shines on the righteous and the
task was completed in lovely summer weather.
On Sunday 27th we met for a happy celebration of Petertide. St Peter’s Day
actual falls on the 29th but it was very important for us to be together on Sunday
having been kept apart in June 2020 by the ongoing covid restrictions. You may
know that Petertide, as well as being the day that Beech church remembers its
patron saint, is also the time when new deacons and priests are ordained. This
year, of course, it was Wendy Burnham’s turn and we included her in our
prayers and look forward to welcoming her in her new role.
St Peter’s Church is one of about only thirty such buildings. Another is the tin hut
church from South Wonston where Dennis Milns, a stalwart of the St. Lawrence
congregation, previously worshipped and now takes pride of place in the Weald
and Downland Museum near Midhurst.
The church in Beech was founded in 1902 at the kind behest of Commodore
Anstis. Prior to this the people of Beech had to walk along a muddy path to the
small chapel attached to Thedden Grange. Maybe because of the mud that they
brought and the growing Christian faith there was a need to give the people of
Beech their own place of worship. The church became known as Captain Anstis’
Mission church and such was its popularity that the length of the building was
increased by a third and the altar raised. The bellcote (recently restored along
with the roof) was built over the west porch and a bell presented by Mr Nelson
Cameron was installed. Known by various names, Beech Mission Room, Beech
Iron Room, Mission Hall and the Beech Mission Church, it wasn’t until 1926 that
it was dedicated to St Peter. So despite the smallness in size of the church this
tin hut church is dedicated to the saint of highest pedigree, St Peter.
At the heart of St Peter’s is a faithful congregation which relish the opportunity to
share fellowship and worship of God. Many have attended here for years and
even some who have moved come back most Sundays. One day I sat in the
back of the church when it was open for private prayer and I watched Paddy
start to scribble. I asked him what he was doing and he said he was
remembering all those who had sat there at different times and have since died
and all they had offered to this place. Churchwardens, organists, flower
arrangers, cleaners, sacristans, gardeners etc – all serving and precious in
God’s sight.
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We enjoyed a lovely service on the 27th June culminating by heartily singing ‘At
the name of Jesus’ outside in the church grounds, followed by cakes and coffee.
I know that I am joined by all the congregation in extending my thanks to Sarah
Neish for holding us all together (especially through the last 16 months) and to
wonderful work party for sprucing up St Peter’s for our special day (and of
course Sarah’s everlasting provision of cake!).
Revd. Lynn

Clearing up inside at St. Peter’s at the end of June, I thought how fortunate we
are are to have such a special Holy space with so much support. We all value
St Peters and what it offers and will continue to offer to those who worship there
and outreach in the village.
Sarah Neish
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A wandering minstrel, I
Greetings pop-pickers! Due to the lack of minstrel opportunities at the moment,
which we hope will return in the Autumn with a full house of choristers, I have
decided to wander instead with my husband Steve all the way from Winchester
to Canterbury on that well trodden route "The Pilgrims Way" from August 3rd15th. (Some of you may remember our curate from a while back, David
Williams, and we are walking it in his company.) Its only 141 miles after all which
will keep us out of mischief and test ye olde hip joints. The longest daily
distance is about 13 miles with a pub garden hopefully appearing on every
horizon. Other days are thankfully a bit shorter, as I will be by the time I get
back! And no, if you were wondering, we're not wild camping! Actually there is
also a serious purpose to our meanderings which is explained within our Just
Giving page which can be found at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
Elaine-Cook9. If you should find yourself with a few spare pilgrims' schillings
and could support our chosen charity ARC (Antenatal Results and Choices) we
would be most grateful. Now, where did I put my lute…
Thank you.
Elaine Cook

An interview with….me!
In the July magazine a short interview with our magazine Editor, Peter Hicks,
was published and we invited nominations for future ‘interviews’. Thank you to
everyone who responded, and, if you have any further ideas please don’t
hesitate to let me or Peter know.
Having focussed on Peter for the July issue it seems only right and proper for
me to tell you a few things about myself in this edition of Sunrise. I know many
of you already, so thought perhaps I would include some facts that you may not
know…
♦

I have a chrysanthemum named after me!
My Dad grows ‘show’
chrysanthemums in addition to being a national judge and he has
germinated a number of his own flowers that he has named after
members of the family. The road he lives in is called ‘Woodwaye’. So
there is a ‘ Woodwaye Ruth’, as well as a ‘Woodwaye John’ and a
‘Woodwaye Lorna’ (named after our children), a ‘Woodwaye Louise’ and
a ‘Woodwaye Shirley’ (named after girls that my parents fostered for
many years). A ‘Woodwaye Gordon’ has yet to be created…

♦

Many of you will know that I love walking. We have completed Hadrian’s
Wall and the Cumbria Way, and are over half way round the South West
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Coast path. Before we moved to Alton we had already started on the
Pilgrim’s Way, which runs from Winchester through Alton and Holybourne,
to Canterbury, and during lockdown we started the Shipwrights’ Way.
Moving to this area has given us so many opportunities to explore a range
of paths and be out in God’s creation. Walking aside, perhaps you may
not know that I enjoy geocaching… I guess I need to make it clear that
this is not a passion that Gordon shares, but then I don’t share his passion
for football! Anyway, geocaching involves searching for boxes that are
hidden all over the world using satellite navigation.
Take a look at
www.geocaching.com or have a chat to me sometime. So far I have
found 3797 geocaches…
♦

We once had the good fortune to travel on Concorde way back in 1989!
My job was made redundant, and as I had a new job to go to we ‘blew’ my
redundancy money on a short trip on Concorde with my parents and
Gordon’s mum. Yes, it was extravagant but it was a wonderfully exciting
opportunity and we have so many happy memories of the experience
shared with our parents.

♦

I love listening to Andy Williams and once had the opportunity to see him
in concert at the Royal Albert Hall. My friend and I got the very last two
tickets; how lucky were we!

♦

Apart from our beloved Cornwall, a favourite place is the Isle of Wight. I
have been going there for more years than I care to remember and visited
recently in July. My first visit, however, was when I was a teenager; I had
just passed my driving test and my parents bought me … a bicycle! I
used this to cycle round the New Forest and the Isle of Wight with a friend.

♦

My favourite worship song is ‘I will offer up my life’.
this:

The chorus goes like

Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring
To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King?
Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung
As a praise of Your name for the things You have done?
Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part
Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart
Says it all, really.
Ruth Randall
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What’s On . . .
Lunchtime Organ Concerts
At St Lawrence
St Lawrence Church is hosting a short series of lunchtime organ concerts which
started with our own Will Nisbet on Thursday 22 July 2021. Future concerts
will be held on Thursdays 19 August (Brian Cotterill) and 16 September
(Rob Goldfinch) Admission is free - there will be a retiring collection to cover
expenses and donate to the organ restoration fund. Please be seated by 1.00
pm for the start of the concert at 1.10 ending about 1.50. . Further details are
available on www.altonorgansociety.co.uk and from Tony Willman (07928
516052 - tony.willman@mac.com).

Ladies Meet and Eat
Monday 2 August – walk to Chawton, visit Jane Austen’s garden.
Followed by a Meal in French Horn (Government guidelines permitting)

Alton Walking Church for Men
Saturday 7 August
The White Hart, Holibourne
A gentle 90 minute walk with time to pause and reflect. Refreshments after
Contact Robin Kemp on 07957 653 403

Parish of the Resurrection
St Lawrence Mini Market
In the Parish Centre
Saturday 7th August 9.30 to 12.30
Books, Puzzles, Tombola, Produce, Cakes
(The monthly Market held on July raised £644.25)
(All government guidelines relating to COVID-19 will be adhered to)
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ARTISAN SOFT FURNISHINGS

Just moved house?
Are you decoating?
Get a fresh look for any room with
new curtains, blinds, reupholstered
sofa’s, loose covers and other soft
furnishings. Call us to arrange a free,
no obligation estimate and advice.
All budgets catered for
Covid 19 secure procedure in place
Tel: 077941 432670
or email:
Joanne.taylor@somethingscrumptious.co.uk
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Alton All Saints Hard of Hearing Group
The Traditional Harvest Festival, led by Rev Rachel, Anna
Chaplain, will take place at 2.30pm in All Saints Church on
Tuesday 21st September Donated items will be given to the
Alton Food Bank with money raised by the sale of perishable
goods will be given to the Anna Chaplain Fund All welcome!
Unless there is a change in Covid restrictions the Group propose to hold a
Welcome Back Tea Party at 2pm in the church hall on Tuesday 28th September
Watch this space!!

A date for your Diary!
4th August in All Saints Church at 2.30pm
The Forget-me-Not Service
followed by The Friendship Tea
with Entertainment, Raffle & Tombola
in the Church hall
ALL WELCOME!

Knitters Anonymous
Good News for Bliss knitters – I am able to collect
your knits for prem babies again!! The Neonatal
units are accepting items again, or if you prefer,
more locally, the Bordon Clothes Bank is also
collecting blankets and cardigans to add to their
Baby Packs. Cardigans would need to be 12, 14, or
16 inch chest with any patterns acceptable, pastel colours are preferred.
Blankets would need to be 24x24 for a crib and 30x36 for a cot, any pattern or
colour is acceptable but no fluffy yarns or patterns with holes, please. Please
label your knits accordingly if you wish to support the Bordon initiative. The
remainder will go to our usual collecting points. Many thanks. All other
donations (jumpers, hats, scarves, blankets etc) will be collected and sent via
AltonAind to those in need. Nine large bags of a variety of warm knitted items
were collected at the beginning of July and are on their way to where they are
most needed. Thank you to all of you, those known to us and those who like to
leave their donations anonymously in our churches. Your generosity and skills
are highly valued. Thank you all. Kate 83514
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News from Holy Rood Church, Holybourne
Hello friends!
Well, things are certainly getting
busier with lots more ‘activity’.
At
the beginning of July a number of
folk
from
across
the
town
celebrated the World Day of Prayer
at the Methodist Church.
The
service had been planned by
women from Vanuatu (which, for
those who don’t know, is an island
to the east of Australia).
The
theme of the service was ‘Building a
strong
foundation’
based
on
Matthew 7:24-27.
Corinne and
Sarah from Holy Rood made some
amazing garlands for our ‘dancing
girls’ to wear, and Anthea packaged up the ‘bricks’ (shortbread biscuits) that we
gave out as leaving gifts as we were unable to share refreshments on the day. It
was lovely to worship together with people from the range of churches across
the town.
Numbers
at
Teddies,
our
Wednesday
morning
Toddler
group, are increasing.
Here is
Olivia sticking pictures around
Jesus for our ‘Let the children
come to me’ craft.
We are planning to continue
meeting
during
August
on
Wednesday mornings at Holy Rood
Church from 9.45am in the
churchyard (weather permitting).
All welcome. Teddies is aimed at
pre-school children and the adults
that care for them.
For further
information do contact me or
message
Sarah
Ebbutt
at
sarahebbutt@gmail.com
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We have been having lots of fun at
Church@4.
During July we celebrated
Betty’s 100th birthday, and we are excited
to see the plants and seeds that we
planted in a tub outside the church door
growing bigger. ‘Goliath’ visited in July,
soon slain by two ‘Davids’. I don’t know
who enjoys the ‘acting’ most, the children
or the adults!!
Betty and her son Peter at Church@4
Church@4 is not just for children!!

One of the many benefits of living in
such a big house is the opportunity to
share it with others (when restrictions
allow of course!).
Last month the
Holybourne Honeys (local WI) borrowed
our garden for their annual garden
party. There was lots of laughter as
well as ‘bring and share’ food, a fruit
punch with the option of added ‘lemon
drizzle cake’ gin…
We are hoping to
open up the garden for a POTR event soon; watch out in Parish Matters for
details.

With best wishes from everyone at Holy Rood, Ruth Randall
(ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com / 01420 549567)
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Midsummer
Scorching summer sun
His solstice arch a-blazing
The earth dries and thirsts.
We pant, and, sweating
Beneath the sun we’re lazing
It’s too hot to work!
By Nigel Beeton

LINDFORD GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

No Job too small
Home: 01420 769547
Mob: 07785 588840
Email:
lindfordgardenmaintenance
@gmail.com

Please mention the Parish
Magazine when contacting any
of our Advertisers.
Thank you
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Sunflowers And Ribbons at St Lawrence
During Collective Worships, we
have been looking at the theme of
joy using some of the sunflower
resources from the Diocese. To
spread some happiness to our
community, we have embarked
on a sunflower competition
between all classes. The children
have been very keen to watch
them grow and have been
encouraging them at playtimes!
Here are just some of the
sunflowers growing against our
school railings:
During the 14th-20th June, the
children of St Lawrence have
been learning a lot about
refugees in Refugee Week
through Collective Worship
and have responded to what
they have learnt through art,
prayer and discussion. Each
class explored a picture book
with a refugee theme, they
then discussed the main
themes and created artwork
and writing which will be
displayed in our main school
corridor in the new school
year.
The children spent time in the spiritual garden tying ribbons to the school railings
to represent prayers for refugees in our country and throughout the world.

Following on from this, Year 5 were fortunate enough to have a visit from Becky
Dell, a beloved member of the St Lawrence Church community and Musical
Director of the Citizens of the World Choir that she set up in 2017 after the
closure of the Calais Jungle. Lord Roger Roberts of Llandudno dreamt of a
project that would open its arms to the refugee community in the UK with a
vision “to promote integration and healing through the power of music.”
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https://www.citizensoftheworldchoir.org/
Becky talked to the children about how her desire to help and support the
refugee community started during a Midnight Mass at St Lawrence Church at
Christmas. She told them about her work with the choir and her first hand
experiences with refugees at the camp in Calais which the children found both
moving and inspiring.
The children asked her questions and showed Becky how much they had learnt
and understood from Refugee Week. She was really impressed with their ability
to articulate deep and thoughtful questions and commended them on their
empathy.

At St Lawrence CE Primary School, we are looking to develop our national and
international links; to look outwards and beyond ourselves. With this in mind,
next year we are looking at building on our new friendship with Becky and
thinking about how we can encourage our children to take our school values of
Love, Compassion and Respect out of our school gates and into the world to
impact positively on the citizens of the world.
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ECO Church
Through the Son, then, God decided to
bring the whole universe back to himself.
Colossians 1 V 20
It is easy to feel overwhelmed by the issue of climate change; there are daily
headlines and in depth coverage of how serious the problem is and what a short
time there is to solve it.
As Christians we have a God given duty to care for all creation and that duty is
set out clearly in both Old & New Testament teaching. But we also have a faith
and a hope grounded in God’s reason for creating the universe – Jesus.
As individuals & as a parish we can and must take what actions are available to
us to carry out that duty of care. And we must remember we owe that duty of
care to the whole world and especially to our brothers & sisters in the global
south who are already suffering the effects of climate change.
Part of that duty includes praying for the world & its leaders who have the power
to make the right or the wrong decisions, particularly as we approach CoP26,
scheduled to be held in Glasgow in November. POTR has already been part of
the Christian Aid prayer chain and on July 4th is joining the Climate Sunday
initiative and holding a special outdoor service (see the poster in this magazine
for details).
God of the impossible,
we pray for justice, peace and reconciliation.
And when the challenges seem too many,
remind us of your resurrection power,
and the miracles of your love that happen
whenever injustice is dismantled and rebuilt with peace.
Help us to hope that the impossible can happen
and live as if it might do so today.
Amen.
Just over 18 months after the launch of Eco Church in POTR, the parish has
achieved the Bronze Award under the A Rocha scheme. We hope that the
plaque will be ready to display at the Climate Sunday service in July. The team
has worked hard, together with the Ministry Team and many of you, so thank you
for your support.
The Team is already working towards the Silver Award and we will finalise our
programme of work in September and let you know what we (& you!) will be
doing.
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The scammers will come after you
Do you have a new phone and new number? Be prepared: it is likely that
scammers will still be texting you within just two weeks.
A Which? survey has found that of new numbers that have not been shared with
anyone, still half of them receive at least one scam text message within the first
two weeks.
Scammers do it by using computers to generate numbers. They then send
messages out in bulk, using ‘Sim farms’ – devices that operate several cards at
a time.
The most frequently received scam message for all of us in recent months has
been a text message claiming to be from Royal Mail, usually requesting small
amounts of money for a parcel to be delivered. 70 per cent of us have received
that fake delivery text over the past five months.

Fewer wasps
Noticed how peaceful your garden is this summer? Noticed that you have been
able to hold summer barbecues and picnics in relative peace? That is because
the very cold and wet Spring was disastrous for our wasp population.
But while we may enjoy their absence, scientists at University College London
have pointed out that wasps play an important role as nature’s pest controllers,
and that our countryside will be the poorer without them this year.

Why used-car dealers are smiling this summer
The prices of second-hand cars are soaring, at ‘unprecedented’ rates. In the
past few months, the cost of a second-hand car has risen by an average of 13.5
per cent, increasing the typical value of a three-year old vehicle by £1,700.
The reason? It seems that so many of us have been unable to go on holiday this
year that we are treating ourselves instead to a dream vehicle. And so, in the
past couple of months the price of a used Mini Cooper S jumped by more than
£2000, while an Aston Martin Vanquish climbed by £13,814.
Another factor has been that the car industry is currently battling a shortage of
the computer chips needed to build modern cars. The crisis has caused plants to
shut down and choked off the supply of new vehicles.
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07597 587344
www.TheHelpfulGreg.co.uk

FRESH AYRES
LANDSCAPES

To advertise in this Magazine,
please contact the
Advertising Editor

Complete Landscaping
And Garden Maintenance
Paving • Patios • Fencing • Decking
Lawns • Turfing • Hedges
Borders • Pruning • Planting
• Tree Surgery •

(Read by over 450 households
in and around Alton)

For Friendly Advice and a Free
Estimate Call Mark or Adam on

01420 82254 or 07980 665360
www.freshayreslandscapes.co.uk

Amery Veterinary Group
ALTON, BORDON, GRAYSHOTT
Offering compassionate care from friendly and highly qualified staff
Full Diagnostic and Surgical Facilities
Pet Passports
Microchipping
Weight watchers’ clinic
Free on-site car parking
10% off your first consultation

www.ameryvets.co.uk

•
•
•
•
•
•

Alton
Amery Hill
01420 82384

Bordon
Chalet Hill
01420 472904
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Grayshott
Crossways Road
01428 604442
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And Finally . . .
Hard to tell
During a summer music festival, a punk rocker stopped at the front desk of the
reception tent to ask if there were any messages for her. The desk clerk handed
her an unsigned note, and she asked for a description of the person who had left
it. “That’s easy,” replied the clerk. “He wore tight pink-leather trousers, highheeled black boots and a T-shirt with strategically cut holes. There was a row of
coloured safety pins through the outside edge of one ear, and he wore purple
eyeshadow. And his hair was orange and spiked.”
“Oh, man!” she said, obviously disappointed, “that could be anybody!”

The September Copy Deadline is Noon
Sunday 22 August - Please no late articles
Articles can be emailed to the editor sunrise.alton@gmail.com
left in Parish Office or taken to 31 Shipley Close.
Editor
Peter Hicks
80092
Advertising Louis Nyman 07901 617046
Printing
TreloarPrint
547424
Distribution Vacancy

(louis.nyman@outlook.com)

Donations towards printing costs will be much appreciated -- Thank you
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St Lawrence Organisations
Community Market
Clive Muller
Traidcraft
Jo McGregor
Children’s Society
Carol Williams

St Lawrence Church
86064
87680

588565

All Saints Organisations
Hard of Hearing Group
Kate Dando
Children’s Society
Judy Brown

83514
82289

Director of Music
Tony Willman
Organist
Will Nisbet
Head Server
Clive Muller
Captain of the Bell Tower
Matthew Watts
Teddy Bears
Sarah Broadbent
The Lighthouse
Fiona Micklefield

543628

86064
543886
85247
88794

St Lawrence (CE) Primary School
Headteacher
Mrs. Dawn Casson
Chair of Governors
Paul Susans

All Saints Church
84400
84400

Andrews' Endowed CE Primary School
Headteacher
Mrs Maria Lloyd
Chair of Governors
Shirley Nellthorpe

83094
83094

Other Organisations
Busy Bees @ St Lawrence (Pre-school)
Alison
549831
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides
Catherine Morgan cathmorg@outlook.com
Organ Society
Tony Willman
543628
Girls’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist)
Kym Burgess
01252 334814
Boys’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist)
Pete Burgess
01252 334814
DofE
David Allan
84739

Organist & Choir Leader
Ken Jackson
Bellringing
Matthew Watts
543886

St Peter’s Church Beech
Organist
Gloria Wills
Sacristan
Annis Mendham

542683
83501

Church of the Holy Rood
Organist & Musical Director
Andrew Hinde
84056
Bellringing
Rob Law
544865
Flowers
Ruth Randall
549567
Sacristan
Vacant

Services in the Parish of the Resurrection
1st August

Trinity 9

8am
9.30am

BCP Holy Communion All Saints
Holy Communion
All Saints

8th August

Trinity 10

8am
9.30am

BCP Holy Communion Holy Rood
Holy Communion
Holy Rood

15th August

Trinity 11

8am
9.30am

BCP Holy Communion St Peter’s Church
Holy Communion
Beech Village Hall

22nd August

Trinity 12

8am
9.30am

BCP Holy Communion St Lawrence
Holy Communion
St Lawrence

29th August

Trinity 13

8am
9.30am

BCP Holy Communion St Lawrence
Holy Communion
St Lawrence

Every Wednesday, 9,30am - Said Holy Communion at All Saints Church

