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First thoughts . . . 
 

There has been much to celebrate in the Micklefield household over the last few 
weeks.  First we had a fabulous two week holiday on the Isle of Shuna in the 
Scottish Hebrides - lots of good fun, sunshine, friendship, food and a couple of 
wee drams along the way!  Second we had a week of wedding 
anniversaries.  No sooner had we returned from Scotland we were at a special 
lunch for Fiona’s parents' Golden Wedding anniversary and they happen to 
share the date with her brother and sister-in-law who were celebrating 10 years 
of marriage.  Then during that week Fiona and I also celebrated with our 25th 
wedding anniversary.  Third, our daughter Emily received amazing A level 
results which means she will be off to Leeds University in September to study 
Sociology.  Fourth, our son Dan then collected his fabulous GCSE results and 
he will be doing his next studies at Peter Symonds College in Winchester.  Fifth, 
and finally, Emily passed her driving test which means Fiona has even more to 
worry about. 

Well so much celebration in one house.  I wonder what you have been able to 
celebrate recently?  Would you like to share? If so a small article in Sunrise 
would be really lovely - simply send it through to Peter Hicks at 
sunrise.alton@gmail.com or via the Parish Office. 

Celebration is a Christian thing.  We celebrate God’s goodness, grace and 
life.  We celebrate in church services, in fellowship like our recent Parish Tea, in 
caring for each other, in providing hospitality, in enjoying God’s marvellous 
creation. So what have we celebrated recently in our church life? 

Well there was Wendy Burnhams’ ordination back in July.  A truly glorious 
occasion in Winchester Cathedral although with limited numbers.  Our parish 
has a long heritage of people being nurtured and called to ministry.  It is really 
something to celebrate.  We are already enjoying Wendy’s ministry and long 
may we do so.  We have been blessed also by the arrival of two retired clergy 
who have moved into Alton recently.  We welcome Peter Brown and his wife 
Elaine who also will be re-licensed at some point as an LLM.  We also welcome 
Bruce Nicole and his wife Jane - Bruce has already been helping to lead Alpha 
and some Morning Prayers.  We will all get to know them more as they settle 
into the parish and offer ministry.   

On the same day as Wendy’s ordination we celebrated with our Climate Sunday 
Outdoor Service held in the St Lawrence Churchyard.  During that service there 
was great celebration as we revealed the Bronze Award from A Rocha for our 
Eco Church work.  Thank you to the wonderful team who have been working so 
hard on that. 

We had our splendid Parish Tea on Friday 20th August hosted by the amazing 
Sarah & Ed Neish at their farmhouse in Beech. A real celebration of what it 
means to one parish with people from all four of our churches being together and 
enjoying good company and, of course, food. 
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Since the relaxing of restrictions, as a Ministry Team we have been able to 
conduct more baptisms (well quite a lot actually) and more weddings.  These are 
a real sense of joy and lift the spirit.  Family and friends that gather have been 
overjoyed and there has been a pure sense of gratitude and celebration.  Of 
course we have also been conducting funerals which in there own way are a 
profound celebration of the people loved and lost to death. 

Just this morning I attended a PCC Finance Meeting and there was much to 
celebrate in that.  In particular that we are such an enormously resilient parish in 
terms of our finances.  When I hear so much about the Diocesan picture not just 
centrally but in so many other parishes and the cuts and reduced forecasts I am 
full of thanksgiving for all of you who have faithfully kept up your giving and even 
increased it during this very difficult pandemic time.  We have lost income in 
rentals and other fees yet our regular giving has held up well and we have 
managed to control expenditure so that we have a very good outcome.  So we 
need to celebrate each other and our faithfulness to our mission and ministry 
together. 

And just one more thing.  I celebrate that God just keeps on doing new things 
and opening up different possibilities for us a parish. Alpha courses, Prayer 
Courses, Bible Courses, Church@4 and ministry to families, Resurrection 
Furniture, The Monthly Community Market, groups that keep meeting praying 
and Bible reading together, Online Morning Prayer and there is so much 
more.  Maybe there is something for you to write about for Sunrise from one of 
these or another way in which church and faith has grown and developed in you. 

Celebration is key to our Christian faith.  I am reminded of the song that I learned 
many years ago: 

 

Come on and celebrate 

His gift of love we will celebrate 

The Son of God who loved us and gave us life. 

We’ll shout your praise, O King 

You give us joy nothing else can bring, 

We’ll give to you our offering in celebration praise 

Come on an celebrate, celebrate, celebrate and sing 

Celebrate and sing to the King. 

 

May that always be on our lips, rising from our hearts, and alive to those around 
us. 

 

Much love 

Andrew 
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Bible Readings for the month of September 

Taken from the Church of England lectionary – readings to use daily 

Wednesday 1st Psalm 119: 153 - end Proverbs 26: 12 - end Mark 8: 22 - 26 

Thursday 2nd Psalm 143 Proverbs 27: 1- 22 Mark 8: 27 – 9: 1 

Friday 3rd Psalm 144 Proverbs 30: 1 – 9, 24 - 
31 

Mark 9: 14 – 29 

Saturday 4th Psalm 147 Proverbs 31: 10 - end Mark 9: 30 - 37 

Sunday 5th                          Trinity 10 James 2: 1-10, 14-17 & Mark 7.24–37 
  

Monday 6th Psalm 1 Wisdom 1 Mark 9: 38 - end 

Tuesday 7th Psalm 5 Wisdom 2 Mark 10: 1 - 16 

Wednesday 8th Psalm 119: 1 - 32 Wisdom 3: 1 - 9 Mark 10: 17 - 31 

Thursday 9th Psalm 15 Wisdom 4: 7 - end Mark 10: 32 - 34 

Friday 10th Psalm 19 Wisdom 5: 1 – 16 Mark 10: 35 - 45 

Saturday 11th Psalm 23 Wisdom 5: 17 – 6: 11 Mark 10: 46 - end 

Sunday 12th                       Trinity 11 James 3: 1-12 & Mark 8: 27-38 
  

Monday 13th Psalm 30 Wisdom 6: 12 - 23 Mark 11: 1 - 11 

Tuesday 14th Psalm 2 Genesis 3: 1 - 15 John 12: 27 – 36a 

Wednesday 15th Psalm 34 Wisdom 7: 15 – 8: 4 Mark 11: 27 - end 

Thursday 16th Psalm 37 Wisdom 8: 5 – 18 Mark 12: 1 - 12 

Friday 17th Psalm 31 Wisdom 8: 21 – end of 9 Mark 12: 13 - 17 

Saturday 18th Psalm 42 Wisdom 10: 15 – 11: 10 Mark 12: 18 - 27 

Sunday 19th                        Trinity 12 James 3: 13 – 4: 3, 7-8  & Mark 9: 30-37 
  

Monday 20th Psalm 44 Wisdom 11: 21 – 12: 2 Mark 12: 28 - 34 

Tuesday 21st Psalm 49 1 Kings 19: 15 - end 2 Timothy 3: 14 - 
end 

Wednesday 22nd Psalm 119: 57 - 80 Wisdom 13: 1 - 9 Mark 13: 1 - 13 

Thursday 23rd Psalm 57 Wisdom 16: 15 – 17: 1 Mark 13: 14 - 23 

Friday 24th Psalm 51 Wisdom 18: 6 – 19 Mark 13: 24 - 31 

Saturday 25th Psalm 68 Wisdom 19 Mark 13: 32 - end 

Sunday 26th                       Trinity 13 James 5: 13-20  & Mark 9: 38-50 

Monday 27th Psalm 71 1 Maccabees 1: 1 - 19 Mark 14: 1 - 11 

Tuesday 28th Psalm 73 1 Maccabees 1: 20 - 40 Mark 14: 12 - 25 

Wednesday 29th Psalm 34 Tobit 12: 6 – end Acts 12: 1 - 11 

Thursday 30th Psalm 78: 1 - 39 1 Maccabees 2: 1- 28 Mark 14: 43 - 52 
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Alpha - starting October 2021 

 

We are pleased to say that we have another 
exciting series of Alpha Session starting at 
the beginning of October. A number of people 
have taken part in these over the last few 
years and have explored, deepened and 
grown their faith in Jesus.  So if you want to 
explore the meaning of life then sign 
up.  Maybe you have a member of your family 
or a friend who would like to join the sessions 
- why not invite and them and come with 
them?  Maybe you thing you have been a 
Christian for a long time but just want a 
refresh - this is for you?  Maybe you have been thinking about something like 
this for a while - do please sign up?   

 

The sessions will be co-ordinated by Revd Bruce Nicole and Matthew Bayliss. 
For more information and to sign up please use this email address or contact the 
Parish Office - alpha.potr@gmail.com   

 

 

 



Page 6 Sunrise September 2021 

 



Sunrise September 2021 Page 7 

ROBERT SMITH 

Blacksmith 

The Forge 

Gosport Road 

Farringdon,  
Alton 

Hampshire 

GU34 3DL 

 

Hand Forged Ironwork of High Quality 

Gates, Railings, Fire baskets, Garden Furniture, Curtain rails & fittings,  
Door hinges & latches, General Metalwork, Repairs & Alterations 

Telephone 

01420 587233 

Please ring Before calling 

Alton Clock Shop 

Restorers of Antique and Modern Clocks, 
Watches, etc . . .  

Free Estimates, Advice & House Calls 

9 Lenten Street, Alton 

 

Tel/Fax 01420 88833 

PRIVATE CARERS 
We are a small group of mature carers 

who can provide care in the privacy of 

your own home. 

Assistance with personal care 

Con�nence care. 

Arranging appointments. 

 Meal prepara�on, shopping.                           

Light housework, Day�me si#ng 

service. 

Overnight stays. 

We are all insured & work independently 

but s�ll work together as a team so we 

can provide cover for any holidays or 

sickness. 

References available 

 Tel Carol    07753178468 

Email  c.may981@b�nternet.com 
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The Chorister's Tale 

 

We made it folks!! 126 miles of fun ,laughter, tears, mud ,rain and sun and a  life 
experience we will never forget. It was so refreshing just to be  putting one foot 
in front of the other, sometimes wondering how much further we could keep 
going, whilst taking in the beauty of the countryside and bathing ourselves in 
peace.  And yes, there was some singing along the way! Walking into 
Canterbury Cathedral was quite overwhelming and we even had a round of 
applause from the congregation! The Dean misunderstood me when I told him 
my church choir had sung in Winchester Cathedral and referred to me in his 
welcome as the 'conductor' of the choir! Well, I couldn't really correct him from 
afar could I? Sorry Tony!  

 Thank you all so much for your support , cheering us on with your messages  
and generous, wonderful humanity. As a result ARC will have some funds to 
continue their vital work in helping all those families who have to endure baby 
loss. Crossing an open field one day, soaked through, I had a vision of my little 
grandson and how he might have been running alongside me. Grief took hold of 
me again and I wept uncontrollable tears. But let me finish with this. For all the 
lost babies whose short existence continues to inspire us , I give thanks.  

 

Elaine and Steve Cook ❤ 
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An interview with… 

 

 

… probably the oldest lady in our church family, 
a woman who was the editor of the church 
magazine for nine years, and, apart from 
playing the organ, has undertaken virtually 
every other volunteer role within church life.  
We’re talking about none other than Penny 
Carmichael! 

Penny has fond memories of her father, an 
Admiral in the Navy, travelling the world while 
she stayed at home with her mother, two sisters 
and brother, and also of the family travelling to 
New Zealand (via the Panama Canal and the 
Pitcairn Islands) when her father was posted 
there.     

Penny was a WREN during the war, working as a writer as well as a messenger, 
collecting and delivering information on her bicycle in Fareham.  She remembers 
sheltering from German bombs every night for nine months; “We could see 
London burning” she recalls, and tells of the time when she was blown off her 
feet by a lone German bomber.   Thankfully no injuries were sustained, but 
Penny’s bicycle was damaged and she was allowed to go home early from work.  
She has happy memories of attending tea dances as well as going to the cinema 
around that time; Penny remembers long queues as both pastimes were very 
popular. 

Leading up to her retirement, Penny worked as a Matron at Lord Wandsworth 
College, and maintains that was her ‘second favourite job’, her first was working 
as a hotel receptionist in Portsmouth in the 1950s.  In more recent times Penny 
has been involved with many local organisations including the University of the 
Third Age, where she started up the Play Reading Group.   

Blessed with a son, Christopher, Penny has two grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren, as well as a number of nephews and nieces including a nephew 
who is in a famous rock band in Australia. 

Penny is a regular at both St Lawrence, where she loves listening to the choir, 
and Holy Rood, and has read the Bible in full three times.  Her favourite hymn is 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”. 

Do have a chat with Penny when you see her.  She truly is an inspiration! 

Ruth Randall 

(If you would like to be the subject of a future ‘interview’, or have a suggestion of 
someone, please message me at ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com) 
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News from St Peter’s Church, Beech  

 

The Future in St Peter’s 

 

The whole Parish and the wider world have changed so much over recent years. 
In the Church we’ve had different services and everywhere there have been and 
are, restrictions with regard to our movement, various levels safety advice or 
requirements and our habits have developed. We’ve each lost friends and/or 
relatives and at various times we’ve felt down or occasionally elated. We are all 
looking for reassurance and a steady way forward. Where are we likely too find 
it? At present those of us with close relatives and friends are very fortunate. 
Where Christians have an added advantage is in our faith and our belief that 
matters will improve, so here are various positive ways that fuel that optimism. 
Inside St Peter’s when we meet a bubbling enthusiasm pervades our gatherings 
and talk is centred on positive matters, with the occasional digression into sad or 
supportive happenings. We talk about the history of our little Church and various 
events that have brought us together in terms of Christian or family occasions. 
We are very fortunate in having ministers who have a sympathy for and an 
interest in our tin tabernacle. The stories that they relay to us on Sundays relate 
to familiar passages from the bible and whilst they are mostly well-known they 
come with a personal slant and relate to us when we are sitting on our well used 
little seats in the building at the side of Wellhouse Road. Also, lately, we have 
been able go outside at the end of each service to sing the final hymn. Then we 
stand around and ‘put the world to right, after which we each return home in a 
more positive frame of mind than that with which we arrived. Each of us has our 
own interests and activities, as well as our worries and talking about these 
amongst our congregation encourages us to be less self-centred. We remember 
birthdays, especially significant ones and hear about weddings and additions to 
our families. We also meet in each other’s houses in small groups to have coffee 
or a meal and to expand our Sunday stories. Last Sunday we had two Eucharist 
services in Beech. The first was in our own premises and twenty-two people 
attended, with a lovely feeling engendered by our new ordinand, Wendy. Later 
that morning a larger service was held in the village hall, which was attended by 
more people from across the parish but with far fewer St Peter’s regulars in 
attendance. It too was a lively, lovely service, managed by Wendy but was much 
more parish centred rather than Beech centred. Today, Friday August 20

th
, 

Sarah and Ed Neish are hosting a parish afternoon tea in the lovely rural setting 
of their home at the top end of Beech. Many from across the parish will be 
attending and the bonhomie that is a regular feature of our Sunday services at St 
Peter’s will be expanded. As I say, we are fortunate here in our enclave in North 
Hampshire. Let us make the most of the benefits that we enjoy and spread this 
fortune beyond our local boundaries.         
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My Internet contribution for this month: 

An Unspoken Bible - Author unknown 

His name is Bill’ he wears a T-shirt with holes in it, jeans and no shoes. This was 
his wardrobe for his entire four years at college. He is brilliant, kind of esoteric 
and very bright. He became a Christian recently while attending college. Across 
the street from the campus is a well-dressed conservative Church. One day Bill 
decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt and wild hair. 
The service has already started, so Bill starts down the isle looking for a seat. 
The Church is completely packed and he can’t find a seat. By now people are 
really looking a bit uncomfortable but no one says anything. Bill gets closer and 
closer to the pulpit and when he realizes there are no seats he just squats down 
right on the floor. Although perfectly acceptable at a college function, trust me, 
this has never happened in this Church before. By now the people are really 
uptight and the tension in the air is thick. About this time the minister notices that 
from way at the back of the Church an elder is slowly making his way towards 
Bill. Now the elder is in his eighties, has silver-grey hair and three-piece suit. A 
Godly man, very elegant, very dignified and extremely courtly. He walks with a 
stick and he begins walking towards this boy. Everyone is saying to themselves 
that you can’t blame him for what he is going to do. How can you expect a man 
of his age and of his backgrounds to understand some college kid on the floor? It 
takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. The Church is utterly silent 
except for the clicking of the man’s stick on the floor. All eyes are focussed on 
him. You can’t even hear anyone breathing. The Minister can’t even preach his 
sermon until the elder does what he has to do and now they see this elderly man 
drop his stick on the floor. With great difficulty he lowers himself and sits down 
next to Bill and worships with him so he won’t be alone. Everyone chokes up 
with emotion. When the Minister gains control he says, “What I was about to 
preach you would never remember. What you have just seen you will never 
forget. Be careful how you live. You may be the only Bible that some people will 
ever read. 

Enjoy the rest of this summer, look about you for inspiration and see what YOU 
can do to make this a better place. 

 

Paddy Mendham 
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PCC Update 

 

The PCC met on 13th July and worked through a full agenda.  We received a 
report from Resurrection Furniture spoken to by John Hubbard as the Chair of 
Trustees.  The PCC agreed that the last few years must be seen as a huge 
success story and congratulated the trustees and the volunteers accordingly.  Of 
particular note is the work of the shop during the pandemic.  It is very pleasing 
to hear that Resurrection Furniture is able to make grants to various 
organisations based on it charitable objects.  It has supported The Kings Arms, 
The POTR Fabric Fund, Alton Refuge, Christians Against Poverty and the 
Community Cupboard.  And recently there has been the pledge to support the 
employment of the parish’s Children/Youth/Family Worker with £10,000 per year 
for the next five years.  We look forward to seeing how the ongoing plans for the 
shop are realised. 

 

Andrew took us through some of the conversations that are happening with the 
neighbouring parishes of Bentworth, Lasham & Shalden and the delivering of 
services there weekly starting from September.  The other work streams of St 
Mary’s School in Bentworth, Focal ministry and governance will be part of 
conversations through the autumn.  It was made clear that changes in our own 
POTR service pattern would have to be considered as we take services in BLS. 

 

Further conversation was held on The Futures Group report and a format of 
dissemination was agreed which has now been made available - you can read it 
on the website using this link https://potr-alton.co.uk/looking-to-the-future-a-

report-to-the-congregation-july-2021/  and there are paper copies available. 

 

Reports from the various committees were received and can be accessed on 
the PCC page of the website.  And finally the Eco Church Team recommended 
that we undertake a ‘People & Place’ Project with Hampshire County Council to 
look at various ways in which we can enhance the St Lawrence Churchyard 
both for community use and environmental means.  This will be facilitated by the 
Council team and include all the relevant stakeholders concluding with drawn up 
plans and recommendations.  The PCC agreed this expenditure and were very 
pleased to support such an initiative.   

 

The PCC meets again on Tuesday 21st September. 

 

Andrew 
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St Lawrence Flower Arranging Team 

 

For many years there has been a team of dedicated flower arrangers who have 
used their love of flowers and skills to display beautiful arrangements for 
everyone in St Lawrence to enjoy.   Sadly, it has to be announced that our team 
coordinator, Mrs Penny Smith, has decided to retire from these duties, Harvest 
Festival being her last time. We therefore have a lot to thank her for, especially 
her enthusiasm and commitment over so many years.  Everyone in the flower 
team and all parishioners will want to wish her a happy retirement.  Thank you 
so much Penny, we will miss you! 

With our team shrinking we will number just 6, we would really welcome any new 
volunteers who may wish to join us. No previous experience is needed, only a 
love of flowers and a willingness to learn.  Support would be happily available 
from current members so why not give it a go? That is how I joined, and 
although a complete novice at the time and I’ve still got a lot to learn, it has been 
very rewarding.  At the moment duties come round about once a month working 
in pairs, although for big festivals like Harvest or Christmas, the whole team get 
together to decorate the church. It is such a joyous thing to be involved in. The 
bigger the team the less frequency our services are called upon and the easier it 
is to achieve attractive and memorable displays for festivals. 

If interested in knowing further details please give me a call, Marilyn Russell on 
01420 86089.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 

 

Craft Supplies Swap 

(An Eco Church event) 
 

What is a craft swap? Many of us have drawers and cupboards packed with 
craft supplies that we know we will probably never use.  We also still want new 
materials for the next project.  This is where craft supplies swap is useful.  It is 
the opportunity to exchange or get rid of craft materials you no longer need.  You 
donate your surplus items, either before or on the day,  and then come to the 
swap event and collect other materials that may be of more use to you.  It means 
that stuff gets used instead of just sitting in drawers and cupboards.  Any 
materials left at the end of the event will be donated to schools and charity 
shops. 

When is it?  In the Parish Centre on October 30
th
 2.00 – 4.00 

If you want to start sorting items now (e.g. wool, fabric, needles embroidery 
materials, paper, art materials, craft books etc) there will be collecting boxes at 
the back of each church from early September.     

More details in next month’s Sunrise, or contact Sue Dell: dellsm28@gmail.com  
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Funerial Musings  

 

Guess what ? I have just realised that I have reached the age where now and 
again I feel an urge to review my will. Not that I have great wealth to leave be-
hind. But I do want to make sure that it reflects my changing circumstances, 
views, and relationships. 

In particular, I have decided that I wish to avoid lining the pockets of an under-
taker.  So I have spent time reviewing the types of coffin offered for sale. It is 
astonishing. Nowadays one can even buy one made of cardboard. Fancy that !  

I have learnt that a presentable cardboard coffin can be purchased for a couple 
of hundred pounds, that it is considered to be more environmentally friendly 
than a wooden one and usually much cheaper, and that one doesn't have to 
buy it via an undertaker.  It can be bought now and stored in ones garden shed 
until needed. Fantastic ! 

Furthermore, given the environmental benefit I confess to being surprised that 
the use of cardboard in this manner hasn't been drawn to our attention by our 
Eco Church enthusiasts. Surely, it is yet another significant way to demonstrate 
what the Church is doing to combat climate change.  

Anyway, I have now altered my will accordingly. It now stipulates the use of a 
standard cardboard coffin in which my body is to be cremated, and that I am to 
be comfortably packed using crumpled sheets of the Daily Express newspaper. 
I wish to be kept up to date with the news until the last possible moment. 

 

William Blake 

 

 

 

 

Children and tea-drinking 

 

Put the kettle on. Children should begin to drink tea from the age of four, in or-
der to combat later stress, obesity and heart disease. 

So says the results of a recent study which appeared in the Nutrition and Food 
Technology journal. It says that green tea and the more traditional black tea 
contain compounds which can aid concentration and cognitive function. 

As one doctor said, “Including three cups of black tea daily as a part of a 
healthy lifestyle could help to preserve physical and mental health in child-
hood… and into old age.” 

Parents could offer tea as a substitute for sweet and sugary drinks for children. 
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Alton Organ Society - 2021/2022 Season of 
Organ Concerts at St Lawrence Church 

 

Alton Organ Society is back in business hosting organ 
concerts to be given by national/international organists 
at St Lawrence Church Alton. Before the start of the 55th season we do have a 
postponed concert from the 2020/2021 Season when Andrew Millington 
(Formerly Organist & Director of Music  Guildford & Exeter Cathedral) performs 
on Tuesday 7 September starting at 8.00 pm. Admission to all concerts £10 
(or Season Membership at £60 for all eight concerts between October and May - 
equivalent to £7.50 per concert).  

 

Here is the list of organists: 

 

7 September 2021 - Andrew Millington (Organist & Director of Music  Guildford & 

  Exeter Cathedral) - postponed from 2 March 2021 

 

5 October 2021 - Peter King (Organist Emeritus, Bath Abbey) 

 

2 November 2021 - Ilaria Centorrino (Winner of the Dame Gillian Weir Medal, 
 Northern Ireland International Organ Competition (NIIOC)) 

 

7 December 2021 - Anthony Froggatt (Formerly Organist Portsmouth Cathedral) 

 

4 January 2022 - Peter Gould (Formerly Derby Cathedral) 

 

1 February 2022 - Luke Bond (St George's Chapel, Windsor) 

 

1 March 2022 - Martin Baker (Concert Organist & former Master of Music, 

  Westminster Cathedral) 

 

5 April 2022 - Charles Harrison (Chichester Cathedral) 

 

3 May 2022 - Francesca Massey (Rochester Cathedral) 

 

 

Further details are available at the Society’s website - altonorgansociety.co.uk  

Or you can contact Tony Willman at 07928 516052 or tony.willman@mac.com 



Sunrise September 2021 Page 17 

What’s On . . . 
 

POTR St Lawrence Monthly Market 
Saturday 4th September 9.30 to 12.30 

In the Parish Centre 

Books, Puzzles, Tombola, Produce, Cakes 

(The monthly Market held on August raised £573.57) 

 

Ladies Meet and Eat 

Monday 6 September 6.00pm 

Meet at the Swan Hotel car park, a guided tour around Alton with Jane Hurst (a 
donation of £5 cash donated to Curtis Museum) followed by a meal in the Swan, 
preordering is required. Contact Lyn Baines on 01420 898590 or email: 
lynda.baines@btinternet.com 

 

 

Alton Walking Church for Men 

Friday 10 September 6.00pm 

The Rose and Crown, Farringdon 

A gentle 90 minute walk with time to pause and reflect. Refreshments after 

Contact Robin Kemp on 07957 653 403 

 

 

Lunchtime Organ Concerts 

At St Lawrence 

16 September (Rob Goldfinch) Admission is free -  

Please be seated by 1.00 pm for the start of the concert at 1.10 ending about 
1.50.there will be a retiring collection to cover expenses and donate to the organ 
restoration fund. 

 

Men's Breakfast  
Saturday 25th September  
White Hart, Holybourne 

We will be meeting again at the White Hart public house, Holybourne, at 8.30am 
on Saturday 25th September for our usual delicious ‘full English’ breakfast, all 
for just £9. Come and enjoy some lively banter and listen to our excellent 
speaker, Alastair Smith from MAF Flying for Life. If you have not attended the 
breakfast for a while, we would love to see you again. Please reply to Tim 
Codling by email: tim.codling@hotmail.co.uk or telephone him on 01420 80388 
by Wednesday 22nd September.  
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ARTISAN SOFT FURNISHINGS 

 

Just moved house? 

Are you decoating? 

 

Get a fresh look for any room with 
new curtains, blinds, reupholstered 
sofa’s, loose covers and other soft 
furnishings. Call us to arrange a free, 
no obligation estimate and advice. 
 

All budgets catered for 
Covid 19 secure procedure in place 

 

Tel: 077941 432670 

or email: 
Joanne.taylor@somethingscrumptious.co.uk 
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Alton  All Saints Hard of Hearing Group 

 

The Traditional Harvest Festival, led by Rev Rachel, Anna 
Chaplain,  will take place at   2.30pm in  All Saints Church on 
Tuesday 21

st
 September  Donated items will be given to the Alton 

Food Bank with money raised by the sale of  perishable goods  
being  given to the Anna Chaplain Fund                                                   
All welcome!  

 

 

Welcome Back Tea Party  

 

Tuesday 28
th

 September at 2pm  

in the All Saints church hall 

An opportunity to catch up again and to make new friends.  

All Welcome! 

 

 

 

Knitters Anonymous 

 

Thank you all so much  for your continued generosity as  
still your  donations keep arriving! Over this last month as 
well as receiving bags of all sorts of knits from our usual 
local donors I have been contacted by knitters from 
Farnham, Four Marks and Fittleworth! Everything 
received  is worthy of praise but this  month I have been amazed by the size  
and colours of the knitted and crochet blankets that I have found in the bags, 
and as you can imagine all these warm items are in great demand for the 
refugees.   Stocks of tiny items for the BLISS prem babies are building up again 
too (If you wish some of these baby things to go to the Bordon Clothes Bank 
please remember to label your bag) With the continued easing of restrictions it is 
hoped that those wishing to meet up will be able to come to All Saints Church 
hall from 2pm on Tuesday 19

th
 October. It will be lovely to catch up on all your 

news. If you can’t make it remember that donations of knitting (and wool) can 
always  be left in the back of All Saints Church. Thank you once again for using 
your knitting and crochet skills  to benefit so many, blessings on you all   -  Kate 
83514 
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News from Holy Rood Church, Holybourne 

  

Hello friends! 

One highlight this past month has been the re-starting of our Tuesday Coffee 
Mornings!   We have been meeting outside in the churchyard during the recent 
lovely weather, enjoying coffee, cake and conversation.   On our first Tuesday 
we were visited by Elaine and Steve Cook, along with a small group of their 
friends (including Rev David 
Williams who was a Curate 
here many years ago) who 
were walking the Pilgrims’ 
Way to raise funds for ARC 
(Antenatal Results and 
Choices – see  

www.arc-uk.org).   Anyone is 
welcome to join us; we meet 
from 10am to 12noon every 
Tuesday, with a short time of 
prayer from 11.45am.  

  

 

 

 

This week Gordon and I were presented with a poem in a frame that had been 
written by Graeme, a Holybourne resident. The poem reads: 

Local folk of Holybourne enjoy their village walk 

Meeting those they know, 
And those they don’t 

But they always find time to talk. 
 

On Tuesdays they enter the village church 

Through its pretty wooden gate 

They sit on a pew with their favourite brew 

And a piece of Holy cake! 

 

Another highlight was on Sunday 8 August when it was wonderful to welcome so 
many of the POTR church family to Holy Rood; how lovely to be able to worship 
together and to sing indoors!    Those of you who were there will remember that 
we said ‘farewell’ to Andrew Hinde who, after many faithful years of playing the 
organ at Holy Rood, has decided to step back (although he will continue to play 
at occasional services).   
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We’ve had a good number of weddings and 
baptisms at the church, including the baptism 
of one of our young ‘Teddies’, Ada, which 
was a great celebration.   Teddies, our 
Wednesday morning group for pre-school 
children, has been continuing during August, 
and while Sarah Ebbutt has been on holiday 
Corinne Armstrong has joined Alan and I to 
tell the Bible stories in a wonderfully creative 
way.    Here is Corinne’s Bible and props for 
‘Daniel and the Lions’. 

 

 

Mid month the Holybourne Honeys (local 
Women’s Institute) met at Holy Rood for an 
enjoyable evening of flower arranging; 
Gordon went along to judge the entries and 
chose three worthy winners The flowers 
looked wonderful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the morning of Saturday 11 September we would like to invite you to our 
home, in the garden if the weather permits, for a cup of coffee/tea and a bacon 
butty; watch out in Parish Matters for further details! 

 

With best wishes from everyone at Holy Rood, Ruth Randall 

(ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com / 01420 549567) 
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Celebration of the life of Helen Milns 

 

As most are aware Helen Milns went to be with her Lord on April 19th after being 
diagnosed with an extremely aggressive cancer only less than 4 months 
previously. 

Because of COVID restrictions, any celebration planned had to be delayed first 

from May 8th to July 10th and further delayed until 25th Sept. 

Dennis and all his family invite you to a Celebration of the life of Helen  to be 
held at 1pm in St. Lawrence church on Saturday 25th September. All who knew 
Helen are invited to this time of praise to God for her life which was, I quote, 

typified by "her amazing faith", and also her welcoming, cheerful 
personality, commented on by many since we have been at the 
Parish and and particularly since  her death. 

Afterwards there will be a wake at the Swan Hotel in Alresford from 3pm. For the 
latter, if you would  like to come, please let Dennis know to assist him in 
arrangements for catering. 

From 5th Sept there will be a list for the wake in each church. Please indicate if 
you want to come. 
 

 

 

Please mention the Parish     
Magazine when contacting any 

of our Advertisers. 
Thank you 

LINDFORD GARDEN  
MAINTENANCE 

  

No  Job too small 
  

Home: 01420 769547 

Mob:    07785 588840 

  

Email:  
lindfordgardenmaintenance 

@gmail.com 
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The Parish Family Tea  

 

We had a truly wonderful time at Old Park Farm for our Parish Family Tea on 
Friday 20th August. Really good to see lots of people; to enjoy tea, scones and 
cake and to be in beautiful Hampshire countryside. Can’t wait for the next one! 
Here are a few of the photos 
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Hampshire and the Islands Historic Churches Trust 

Registered Charity No: 1181370 

 

The Late Late Summer Outing 2021 

“MIDSOMER MURDERS” MEANDER - N.E. 
HAMPSHIRE REVEALED 

 

Saturday 9th October 2021 

 

Where do they find the names for the villages in Midsomer Murders? Could it 

be from villages partly named “Turgis”, “Wespall”, “… on Loddon”? Certainly 

the producers say the names are inspired by villages in Berkshire and NE 

Hampshire and could “Badger’s Dri3” have anything to do with the local Beer? 

We’re hoping Covid will have abated sufficiently to allow us to try again with 

last year’s plans; obviously, if there are any 

concerns, we will postpone again. We do 

hope you can come. 

 

12.00 St Leonard’s, Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 0JB 

Mainly built in 1866 but with some14th 

century windows and 16th century glass. A 

lovely Hampshire 

shingled “broach” 

spire. 

 

12.45 Lunch at The Jekyll and Hyde, A33 Stra:ield 

Turgis RG27 0AX 

It is said that a benign local GP used to come here in 

the evening and become 

transformed by the Badger’s 

Beer. Under new management 

this is well worth a 

visit in its own right (but maybe not too much beer?) 

 

 

2.30 pm St Mary, Hartley Wespall, RG27 0BB 

Mainly George Gilbert Sco@ (1868) but with an amazing 
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14th century west end – 

“one enormous cusped wooden 

lozenge cut by a cusped middle 

post” (Pevsner) 

3.15 pm Ma#ngley Church RG27 8LA 

A very unusual Grade 1 listed late 

medieval �mber framed nave, aisles 

and chancel with brick noggin infill. The 

bricks are of parallelogram shape 

specifically for the herring bone 

pa@ern. There is a very old altar cloth 

dated 

1667. The church has no 

patron saint, possibly 

because it was originally 

a moot hall for the 

village. 

 

 

The congrega�on have 

kindly offered to provide 

us with a�ernoon tea - 

dona�ons welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Adrian Harbidge BY 1st OCTOBER if you are planning to come 

adriangharbidge@gmail.com  

 

309 Catherington Lane, Waterlooville, PO8 0TE 

023 9307 9204 - 

Do say if you can offer/need a liA 
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ECO Church 

  

 

 

Let them all praise the name of the Lord! He commanded and they were 
created, by his command they were fixed in their places for ever. Psalm 
148 vv 5 & 6  

On July 4
th
 we held our Climate Sunday Service in St Lawrence Churchyard 

which was attended & enjoyed by over 100 people. The purpose of our worship 
was to praise God for His wonderful Creation, to ask forgiveness for our abuse 
and neglect of the natural world, resulting in great destruction and harm, and to 
commit to work harder to care for our physical environment. We enjoyed an 
enactment of The Hummingbird story, illustrating the point that if we all take 
small steps to care for creation, we can make a difference. The image of our 
churchwarden John running around as the hummingbird will remain long in the 
memory! 

The weather provided a great illustration of the effects of climate change – we 
started with grey, overcast skies, followed by warm sunshine and then torrential 
rain, all within an hour. None of this deterred the congregation who refused 
Gordon’s invitation to go into the church during the rain. 

The service was brilliantly led by Gordon and music was provided by Tony 
Willman & the St Lawrence Choir together with instrumentalists Robin, Graham 
& Helen. A fantastic sound system was provided by Dave Tigg – the Team’s 
thanks go to all of them and the volunteers & conscripts who acted out the 
Hummingbird story. 

This is the pledge made by everyone at the service – please use it as part of 
your prayers. 

 

Lord of life and giver of hope, we pledge ourselves to care for creation,  

to reduce our waste, to live sustainably, and to value the rich diversity of life.  

May your wisdom guide us, that life in all its forms may flourish,  

and may be faithful in voicing creation’s praise.  

May the commitment we have made this day be matched by our faithful living.  

Amen. Amen. Amen! 
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Forget me Not Service and Afternoon Tea 

 

The Forget me Not Service, led by Rev Rachel Sturt, Anna 
Chaplain,  and the Afternoon Tea Party organised by Karen 
Murrell attracted many  friends and carers. The service, 
sensitively led,  held in All Saints church included a time for  
names to be read  out while those present could remember 
those whose lives had been affected by dementia, hymns that 
could at last be sung behind the masks worn by the congregation, and beautiful 
organ music played by Yoko Hitches. On leaving the church the congregation 
were each given a forget-me-not book mark made by Becky Shaylor, an Anna 
Friend. 

The afternoon continued in the church hall where other friends joined in the tea 
party, with a cream tea served by volunteers. Paul Tickner provided the 
entertainment encouraging those present to join in with the singing (with gusto!!) 
There was also a successful Tombola and Raffle.  

Thank you  to Rev Rachel and Karen for ensuring that this is becoming an 
annual event. The next event in  the Dementia-Friendly Alton Diary is a 
Sponsored walk around the Alton Public Gardens on Saturday  4

th
 September. It 

is not too late to pick up your sponsor forms from the Alton Community Centre or 
Specsavers if you wish to support or donate to this very worthwhile local charity!  

 

Kate Dando 

 

 

 

    

How much is that doggie in the rescue centre? 

 

There are going to be a lot of homeless young dogs this autumn. That is 
because almost one in five people who bought a lockdown puppy last year are 
now thinking about giving up their new pet. 

Research from The Kennel Club found that many owners are worried that they 
will be unable to give their dog a suitable home when they return to full-time 
work in the office. The result is a “looming welfare crisis faced by this pandemic 
pup generation.” 

The Kennel Club also found that many new dog owners want to see more places 
open up for dogs. Accessibility is becoming an increasing priority for dog lovers, 
and so the Kennel Club is calling on establishments from all sectors to become 
more dog friendly. The campaign ‘Open for Dogs’ is stressing the benefits of 
welcoming canines to businesses and workplaces. 
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FRESH AYRES 
LANDSCAPES 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete Landscaping 
And Garden Maintenance 

Paving • Patios • Fencing • Decking 

Lawns • Turfing • Hedges 

Borders • Pruning • Planting 

• Tree Surgery • 
For Friendly Advice and a Free      
Estimate Call Mark or Adam on 

01420 82254 or 07980 665360 
www.freshayreslandscapes.co.uk 

Alton 

Amery Hill 
01420 82384 

Bordon 

Chalet Hill 
01420 472904 

Grayshott 
Crossways Road 

01428 604442 

Amery Veterinary Group 

ALTON, BORDON, GRAYSHOTT 

• Full Diagnostic and Surgical Facilities 

• Pet Passports 

• Microchipping 

• Weight watchers’ clinic 

• Free on-site car parking 

• 10% off your first consultation 

Offering compassionate care from friendly and highly qualified staff 
 

   www.ameryvets.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07597 587344 
www.TheHelpfulGreg.co.uk 

 
To advertise in this Magazine, 

please contact the  
Advertising Editor 

(Read by over 450 households 
in and around Alton) 
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The October Copy Deadline is Noon    
Sunday 19 September -  Please no late articles 

Articles can be emailed to the editor  sunrise.alton@gmail.com 

left in Parish Office or taken to 31 Shipley Close.  
 Editor  Peter Hicks  80092 

 Advertising  Louis Nyman    07901 617046     (louis.nyman@outlook.com) 
 Printing  TreloarPrint 547424 

 Distribution   Vacancy 

 

Donations towards printing costs will be much appreciated  -- Thank you 

And Finally . . . 
 

 



St Lawrence Church 
 Director of Music 
 Tony Willman  543628 
 Organist 
 Will Nisbet  
 Head Server 
 Clive Muller  86064 
 Captain of the Bell Tower 
 Matthew Watts  543886 
 Teddy Bears 
 Sarah Broadbent  85247 
 The Lighthouse 
 Fiona Micklefield 88794 
  

All Saints Church 

 Organist & Choir Leader 
 Ken Jackson  
 Bellringing 
 Matthew Watts  543886 
   

St Peter’s Church Beech 

 Organist  
 Gloria Wills 542683 
 Sacristan 
 Annis Mendham  83501 
 

Church of the Holy Rood 
 Organist & Musical Director 
 Andrew Hinde  84056 
 Bellringing  
 Rob Law 544865 
 Flowers 
 Ruth Randall 549567 
 Sacristan 
 Vacant 

St Lawrence Organisations 
Community Market 
Clive Muller 86064 

Traidcraft 
Jo McGregor  87680 
Children’s Society 
Carol Williams  588565 

All Saints Organisations 

 Hard of Hearing Group 
 Kate Dando 83514 

 Children’s Society 
 Judy Brown 82289 

St Lawrence (CE) Primary School 
Headteacher 
Mrs. Dawn Casson  84400 
Chair of Governors 
Paul Susans  84400 

Andrews' Endowed CE Primary School 
 Headteacher 
 Mrs Maria Lloyd        83094 
 Chair of Governors 
 Shirley Nellthorpe 83094 

Other Organisations 

Busy Bees @ St Lawrence (Pre-school) 
Alison 549831 
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 
Catherine Morgan     cathmorg@outlook.com   
Organ Society 
Tony Willman  543628  
Girls’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist) 
Kym Burgess 01252 334814 
Boys’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist) 
Pete Burgess 01252 334814 
DofE 
David Allan 84739 



September Service Rota for POTR 
 
5

th
 September 

8am  BCP Holy Communion St Lawrence  

9.15am Holy Communion  St Peters   

9.30am Morning Worship  Holy Rood    

10.30am Morning Worship  St Lawrence   

10.30am Holy Communion  All Saints   

  Church@4   St Lawrence   

10am  Holy Communion  Bentworth   

10am  Holy Communion  Lasham  
  

 
12th September 

9.15am Morning Worship  St Peters  

9.30am Holy Communion  Holy Rood   

10.30am Holy Communion  St Lawrence   

10.30am Morning Worship  All Saints   

  Church@4   Holy Rood 

6pm  Evening Worship  St Lawrence  

10am  Holy Communion   Bentworth   

10am  Holy Communion   Shalden  
  

19th September 

8am  BCP Holy Communion St Lawrence  

9.15am Holy Communion  St Peters  

9.30am Morning Worship  Holy Rood   

10.30am Morning Worship  St Lawrence  

10.30am Holy Communion  All Saints   

  Church@4   St Lawrence 

10am  Holy Communion   Shalden   

10am  Holy Communion   Lasham   
 

26th September 

9.15am Morning Worship  St Peters   

9.30am Holy Communion  Holy Rood   

10.30am Holy Communion  St Lawrence   

10.30am Morning Worship  All Saints   

  Church@4   Holy Rood  

6pm  Evening Worship  St Lawrence  

6pm  BLS Harvest communion    

  Bentworth 

Every Wednesday: 

9.30am  Said Holy Communion All Saints  


