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First Thoughts  . . . 
 

 

As we look back to the beginning of this pandemic, the journey we have travelled 
so far has taught us so much about Jesus’ command to ‘love one another’ .This 
journey has lasted much much longer than we hoped and prayed and therefore I 
think we have witnessed love so much more that we have expected too.  We 
have witnessed ‘love in action’ all around us; and we have watched our world 
descend into fear, rage and distress. We have debated the decisions and 
dreamed of a life, free of lockdown and loneliness. We have seen how so many 
have sacrificed their lives, for one another, reminding us of Jesus love for us all! 

 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John 
15:13). 

 

In 2022 we again lean forwards for a glimpse of the road unknown before us. 
And as I stretch to imagine I find myself wanting to use less words, switch off the 
TV and radio and from the depths of my heart simply say, thank you. Thank you 
to so many amazing human beings who have shown us what love really is... who 
have shown us how God loves. We find these amazing words in the Bible: 

   

Love...bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. (1 Corinthians 13:7-8) 

 

For so many of us, we have no more words to speak of the time that has 
passed, of the deep loss and longings of our hearts. So, I simply invite you to 
join me, in prayer for all that is past and all that is to come. Joining the collective 
quietness of our hearts, as we reach out together for a future time when we can 
remember, re-build and rejoice fully in the community life that surely is to come! 
As we enter this New Year we must find moments of prayer.   

 

What is to become of the Church in all of its shapes and sizes as we lean 
forwards in 2022?  I simply say that I do not know but I believe that is okay. How 
will the re-organisation go and how will it look to have Shalden, Lasham and 
Bentworth as part of our growing family?  I do not know but the signs are good 
and it will be okay.  How will our new service pattern work out?  Time will tell and 
I do not know and yet it will be okay.  Will we have enough money to pay for all 
that we do and want to do?  Simply I do not know - we have been secure so far, 
and I am sure, it will be okay.   

 

What leads me to feel okay and often to feel good is that love in action, that love 
that bears all things is rooted firmly in God who I believe is in control.  I can’t say 
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I understand how and why but I have faith and hope that God will never end and 
therefore love cannot either.  As I read more of my Bible I discover a God who 
never gives up, is always ready to start again with us, and forgives all manner of 
things.   

 

I was reflecting with Gordon that we need revival and for that I pray earnestly. It 
is God who make all things okay and better and new and will grow us and his 
church as we lean into 2022.  Will you join me please in praying for revival?  
Every time you enter into one of our churches, every time you enter into any 
church - pray for a revival of God and His Holy Spirit.  With this prayer on our lips 
everything will be okay and better and new.  Let’s wait patiently on God and see 
what happens as we lean into 2022. 

  

Let us pray for the renewal of the Church, beginning with ourselves 

 

Reshape us, good Lord until in generosity, 

in faith, 

and in expectation 

that the best is yet to come, we are truly Christ-like. 

Make us passionate followers of Jesus rather than passive supporters. 

Make our churches cells of radical discipleship and signposts to heaven.  

Then, in us, through us, 

and – if need be – despite us, let your kingdom come.  

Amen. 
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PCC Update 

 

The Parochial Church Council met together on Tuesday 16th November.  In the 
chair was Revd Gordon Randall. 

 

The first item on a the agenda was the approval of updated Safeguarding 
polices - Parish Safeguarding Policy, Responding to Domestic Abuse, 
Statement on the Recruitment of ex-offenders and The Safeguarding Officer 
Role Description.  Please note that our Parish Safeguarding Office is Mrs Sally 
Kemp. 

 

The second item was a report on the actions being taken on the Looking to the 
Future paper that had been written in July.  There will be a fuller report to the 
congregation in the New Year but the PCC heard about the small groups that 
already existed within the parish and new ones emerging; the ecumenical pop-

up carols and how local churches were thinking about mission into the new 
housing developments; the discussions taking place to have a Church@4 style 
after school club at Andrews Endowed Primary School; further conversation 
about the new service pattern; how clergy will wear robes/vestment for wedding/
funerals and special festivals but local adaptation may continue; the ongoing 
discussions with the sharing of All Saints Church with The Butts Church - this 
moving forward very favourably and based on good practice from other places in 
the diocese with guidance from The Archdeacon. 

 

The third item was on Finance & Budget setting.  The Treasurer and Chair of the 
Finance and Admin Group will be meeting with churchwardens and other 
ministry holders to work out realistic plans for 2022. It was noted with thanks that 
Tim Sturt had stood down as Donations Co-ordinator and that Tori Hewitt had 
taken this on temporarily. 

 

The rest of the meeting dealt with group reports and issues to do with the letting 
arrangements with Busy Bees and hall management. 

 

The PCC meets again on 11th January 2022.  Papers and minutes of previous 
meeting are all available on the Parish website. 
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Anna Chaplaincy  

 

Anna Chaplain Rachel Sturt’s five years in the post came to a fitting climax on 
her final day - December 8 -with the filming of a sequence of a forthcoming 
Songs of Praise.  

A camera crew from the BBC series filmed her first with Roy and Margaret 
Daisley and neighbours, at Berehurst in Alton. Worshippers have been gathering 
in the Daisley’s home for more than a decade for a Communion service led by 
successive Anna Chaplains; first Debbie Thrower, then Helen Jesty, and Rachel.  

Afterwards the producer/cameraman and researcher filmed Rachel at All Saints 
Church. Debbie had joined them for the day - recorded as she delivered Bible 
Reading Fellowship notes to Roy and Margaret who have been BRF’s New 
Daylight readers for many years. She was also interviewed about the growth of 
Anna Chaplaincy nationally. 

The edition of Songs of Praise which takes the theme of ‘the Power of the Bible’ 
will air on Sunday January 23 at 1.15pm. Next year marks the centenary of BRF 
who are helping to spread Anna Chaplaincy across the UK. It will be 12 years 
since the chaplaincy for older people began in Alton in 2010.  

As the search for Rachel’s successor continues, there are now almost 200 
women and men in the Anna Chaplaincy network plus dozens more volunteer 
Anna Friends working alongside them.  

 

Debbie Thrower  
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How to hug somebody 

 

The perfect hug should last between five to ten seconds, and it should be done 
with your arms criss-crossed behind the other person’s back. 

That is the finding of psychologists who experimented using more than 100 pairs 
of friends. They found that when it comes to hugging someone, “more is 
definitely more.” 

It seems that a ten second hug gives great pleasure, a five second hug is 
adequate, but a brief hug of just one second leaves nobody comforted. 

Even worse, since Covid, elbow bumping has become popular. But a bump on 
the elbow doesn’t do much for anyone. 

The research was done at the University of London and the University of Bristol. 
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ROBERT SMITH 

Blacksmith 

The Forge 

Gosport Road 

Farringdon,  
Alton 

Hampshire 

GU34 3DL 

 

Hand Forged Ironwork of High Quality 

Gates, Railings, Fire baskets, Garden Furniture, Curtain rails & fittings,  
Door hinges & latches, General Metalwork, Repairs & Alterations 

Telephone 

01420 587233 

Please ring Before calling 

Alton Clock Shop 

Restorers of Antique and Modern Clocks, 
Watches, etc . . .  

Free Estimates, Advice & House Calls 

9 Lenten Street, Alton 

 

Tel/Fax 01420 88833 

PRIVATE CARERS 
We are a small group of mature carers 

who can provide care in the privacy of 

your own home. 

Assistance with personal care 

Con�nence care. 

Arranging appointments. 

 Meal prepara�on, shopping.                           

Light housework, Day�me si#ng 

service. 

Overnight stays. 

We are all insured & work independently 

but s�ll work together as a team so we 

can provide cover for any holidays or 

sickness. 

References available 

 Tel Carol    07753178468 

Email  c.may981@b�nternet.com 
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Spotlight on Alison Parr 
 

When I met Alison in her lovely cosy home, I got to meet Gus, an 8 year old cat 
that she has recently adopted from the Cats Protection League.   What a 
handsome fellow he is, and already clearly very much loved by Alison.     

 

Philippians 3:10 is Alison’s favourite Bible verse; “I want to know Christ and the 
power of His resurrection” with the emphasis being on the word ‘know’.   Her 
deep desire has always been to know more and more of God.   This runs as a 
thread through Alison’s life so far as she has listened closely to Him… 

 

Alison grew up in a ‘church going’ family and regularly attended Sunday School, 
although it wasn’t until her time at college that she made a personal 
commitment.  She was a member of the Anglican Society (‘Ang Soc’), 
volunteered at the student health centre and was surrounded by other 
Christians, mainly from the Catholic denomination.  Part way through her course 
studying French, Alison spent a year in Belgium where she worked as an au pair 
in charge of an 8 year old boy and a 5 year old girl.   It was a difficult year, but 
Alison held firm to her faith and, although she wasn’t able to find a welcoming 
church, she met up regularly with a Christian friend in the next village and they 
were able to encourage each other.   Alison is sure that this was ‘God ordained’.   

 

After graduating Alison joined a charismatic evangelical church where her faith 
deepened.  She took on a range of volunteer roles including churchwarden, 
treasurer, pastoral visitor and secretary as well as welcoming and preaching.  
She was living in a simple bedsit in London and first worked for the Medical 
Research Council before moving to the Department of Health and Social 
Security (as it was then known), a period of 20 years. 

 

Following a ‘word of knowledge’ from God, Alison resigned from her job and 
enrolled on a course to learn how to teach English as a foreign language.  She 
really enjoyed the course and to this day continues to teach by Skype.   

 

Alison took on the role of Practice Manager at a doctor’s surgery in London, 
unusually a single doctor practice, and eventually felt the call to move on and 
look for a role outside of London and towards Bournemouth which is where her 
Mum was then living.   She ended up working as Practice Manager at Bentley 
Surgery and heard God say ‘You’re moving in the right direction’.   While 
working there Alison moved out of London to the house where she now lives in 
Alton.   After retiring, Alison then went back to work as the Church Administrator 
for the parish of Bentley, Binsted and Froyle, a job which very much reflected 
her first role – ‘bookends’ to her career. 
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Now happily retired, Alison very much has a heart for prayer and currently runs 
the parish prayer ‘cascade’.  She tries very hard to listen to and be open to God, 
and also not to take on too much.  She is a member of the Emmaus Group and 
has recently started running a house-group alongside Thelma Ward called 
Wayfarers.  Alison says this is a ‘real joy’, and is very keen for everyone to have 
the opportunity to join a homegroup. 

 

Alison loves painting stones and is a member of a local group that decorates and 
then hides stones around the town for others to find; perhaps you have found 
one?  She sees it as a ‘random act of kindness’ and hopes that those who find 
the stones are blessed by them.    Recently Alison joined a local art class and 
she has been enjoying trying out different mediums as well as meeting new 
people.   I was honoured to see some of Alison’s work and particularly liked her 
‘cute cat’ painting.    

 

Alison has such a heart for Jesus; do have a chat with her when you see her.   
You will be sure to be encouraged! 

 

Thank you, Alison, for sharing some of your life story with us. 

 

Ruth Randall 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Alton Methodist Church  

 

We continue to have one service most Sundays, at 10.00am. 

On January 9
th
, Rev Philip Simpkins will lead our annual Covenant Service, 

starting at 10.00am. 

The Lighthouse group for children will be on Sundays 9
th
 and 23

rd
 January 

during the morning service. New faces are always welcome. 

Please contact us by email to altonmethodist@hotmail.com or by phone to Rev 
Philip Simpkins on 01420 83167  
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News from St Peters Church, Beech.... 

 

Firstly we would like to wish everyone a very happy, hopeful, healthy and 
peaceful New Year. 

 

As I write we have just prepared our tree for The Christmas Tree festival with all 
our names written on “golden fish” hanging from a frame ....remembering St 
Peter the fisherman. I hope you enjoyed the display. Thank you to Annis and 
Joan. 

 

Tomorrow we are having a Baptism for Angus and we pray for him and all the 
family at this time as we welcome him into the Church. 

 

On Monday we are holding a “Pop Up” Christmas Lunch in the village hall, 
following nearly two years without the monthly lunch club we are looking forward 
to this gathering with the hope of starting it up again next year. 

 

Amidst all the “busyness “ I hope we have all made time to watch and wait. I am 
Looking out at a wondrous early morning red sky which fills one with hope. 

 

With love and prayers to you all 

Sarah� 

Beech 
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Toffee Fruit Cake 

 

A very simple cake to make which is always well received! 

 

Ingredients 

                                                                                                  
 

200g sugar (preferably half brown 
sugar as it makes a better toffee 
texture) 

150g margarine 

200g SR flour 

2 eggs 

A few drops of vanilla extract 

150g sultanas 

100g glace cherries (chopped) 

 

Method 

 

Line a rectangular baking tin with baking parchment 

Melt sugar and margarine together and leave until just warm 

Add beaten eggs 

Add all other ingredients – leaving the flour until last – and mix well.  It will seem 
fairly tacky. 

Pour into tin and bake for 35 mins on 160
o
 

Leave in tin until cold, then cut into squares 

Enjoy!  

 

Anthea Bailey 

 

 

A note from the Editor 

We would kie to make this a regular feature  - so if you have a favourite recipe, 
please let us know and send it to Ruth Randall (ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com) 
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All Saints Hard of Hearing  

 

The All Saints Hard of Hearing 
group ended the year on a high 
note with the annual Christmas 
service led, this year, by Rev Lynn 
Power and a Christmas party with 
Santa in attendance. Despite the 
service attracting fewer than usual, 
due to illness and concerns over 
Covid, those present enjoyed 
singing Advent hymns and 
Christmas carols and learnt some 
simple Christmas sign language. 
The party was also missing some 
familiar faces, including the children 
from the Butts School. Their place 
was ably filled by Robin Kemp and 
his guitar who led the guests with 
more carols and Christmas songs.  
After thanking her for all her 
involvement with the group over the 
last five years Rev Rachel was 
presented with a farewell gift by 
Evelyn, a long-standing member of the group. Rachel will be greatly missed. 
Organised by Annette and Julia, with  a team of volunteers,  this was followed 
by a fine Christmas tea, complete with crackers, paper hats  and the usual corny 
jokes. It was also farewell to Kate who has been trying to retire since March 
2020 (when Covid got in the way!)  after over twenty years as co-ordinator, 
starting in 2019 with a small group who needed help and a place to meet that 
was sympathetic to those with a hearing loss. From that small beginning the 
group has grown to the flourishing membership of over forty friends.  In the 
absence of the resident comedian  a poem about a school Nativity play called 
‘Bethlehem or Bust!’ raised a smile when  read by Jean Goodwin. The afternoon 
ended with the usual Grand Christmas Raffle that ensured everyone went home 
with a gift. As the guests left Santa was on hand to distribute a diary to each 
member into which they can write the dates of the 2022 programme. This will 
commence on Tuesday 25

th
 January, the fourth afternoon of the month, with 

Jane Hurst, local historian and an old friend of the group. The Knitting & Craft 
afternoons will continue on the third Tuesday   afternoons of the month. Friends 
and visitors always welcome to either or both! For further details contact -    

Annette  Blackman   01420 543219   ablackman4@googlemail.com  

                                                                                                                                                 
Julia Poole    0784 0066 211     jupoole@googlemail.com    
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Knitters Anonymous 

A Happy New Year to all our Knitters both known and 
unknown!  Judging by  all the  donations that I have 
received, since the last collection, you have certainly 
been clicking the needles over the Christmas break! 
Always rest assured that whatever finds its way to me 
will  be passed on to  a needy person or family, either locally or through 
AltonAid. Thanks again to those who responded to the  appeal for small knitted  
sheep for Holy Rood and for the small knitted toys that we sent on to the Home 
Start appeal.  We have been informed by BLISS for Prem babies that they are 
no longer collecting Angel Wraps in this area at the moment.  Your Spring 
challenge this year is yet more warm hats for the Fishermen’s Charity – any 
pattern, any colour and any ply wool. If you are short of wool we have received 
some generous donations of wool recently, so do let me know. The group will 
meet in All Saints Church hall from 2pm on Tuesday 18

th
 January (Covid rules 

permitting)  so do come along if you are free. Kate 83514 

 

 

 

 

Christingle. 

 

Thank you to all who helped in any way with the Christingle service on 12th 
December at St.Lawrence Church. 

 

£100 was raised for the Children's Society. 

 

Carol Williams 



Page 14 Sunrise January 2022 

 

  

  

ARTISAN SOFT FURNISHINGS 

 

Just moved house? 

Are you decoating? 

 

Get a fresh look for any room with 
new curtains, blinds, reupholstered 
sofa’s, loose covers and other soft 
furnishings. Call us to arrange a free, 
no obligation estimate and advice. 
 

All budgets catered for 
Covid 19 secure procedure in place 

 

Tel: 077941 432670 

or email: 
Joanne.taylor@somethingscrumptious.co.uk 
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Alton Organ Society 

 

Venue: St Lawrence Church, Alton GU34 2BW Date: Tuesday 4 January at 
8.00 p.m. (Refreshments served from 7.30 p.m.)  

Organist: Peter Gould (formerly Derby Cathedral but based in Portsmouth) 
As we enter 2022,  

I can think of nothing better than sitting quietly listening to Peter Gould play for 
us in early January. In fact his programme is a wonderful selection of Christmas 
music….you can just sit and let the music flow over you. Come and join us for 
some well deserved peace and quiet…an hour and a quarter of live organ music. 
What a lovely way to start off the New Year!  

A request for your help please! The aim of the Alton Organ Society is to 
enable music to reach everyone - so if you know a student who loves all types 
of music - maybe they sing in a choir or play a musical instrument or just enjoy 
music (like most of us in the audience), why not invite them along too? I have 
spoken to several of our visiting organists and it appears they began to show an 
interest in the organ around the age of 12. I was taken to my first organ concert 
also aged 12 - it was quite a revelation. I probably would not have had the 
courage to go to the concert on my own so it really does take others to show the 
way. To have this particular organ on our doorstep is a huge privilege….a 
privilege we can share. Thank you for giving this some thought.  

So some background information on Peter’s amazing life. Canon Peter Gould 
was born in Portsmouth, England. Musical education was at the Royal Academy 
of Music in London where he studied Organ, Piano and Cello. Whilst there he 
gained prizes for choir training, organ accompaniment and harmony and gained 
the following diplomas: GRSM (Lond). FRCO, LRAM. (piano teacher) and 
ARCM. (organ performer) and has since been awarded the honorary ARAM. He 
then went to Bretton Hall College in Yorkshire to gain a Diploma in Education. 
Further accolades achieved in the 21st century include HonMMus (Derby 
University), FGCM and ARSCM.  

He is the Area Team Leader of the Portsmouth and Isle of Wight RSCM 
committee, the Vice President of the Portsmouth and District Organist’s 
Association, the membership secretary of the Cathedral Organist’s Association 
and is the Portsmouth representative for the Friends of Cathedral Music. When 
not involved in music he enjoys rail travel and can sometimes be found issuing 
tickets in the Booking Office of Alresford Railway Station.  

Peter will be playing music by JS Bach, Louis-Claude Daquin, William Lloyd 
Webber, Eugène Gigout, Théodore Dubois and Louis Vierne. Refreshments will 
be served from 7.30 p.m. and Peter will start his concert straight after any 
announcements, usually at 8.00 p.m. Tickets £10 with concessions for school 
and college students. Everyone always welcome.  

Sue Hawkins  
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 What’s On . . . 
 

POTR St Lawrence Monthly Market 

Saturday 5th February 9.30 to 12.30 

In the Parish Centre 

Books, Puzzles, Tombola, Produce, Cakes 

Please Note  - The next Market will be Saturday 5 February 

 

Ladies Meet and Eat 

Monday 7th February 7.00pm, Holy Rood Church 

Model making, more details nearer the time in Parish Matters.  

Contact Lyn Baines on 01420 898590 or email: meetandeat@btinternet.com    

 

 

 

Alton Organ Society Concert 

At St Lawrence 8.00pm 

4th December Admission is £10  

Peter Gould (Formerly Derby Cathedral) 

 

 

GAP Ladies Lunch 

 

The next GAP Ladies Lunch will take place on Wednesday, 26 January, 2022, 
at the usual time, 12.15 for 12.30pm. This will take place, as before, at the 
Swan Hotel. If you have not already booked and ordered your main course, 
please contact Norma Duke on 01420 84722. (Let me know if you need sight of 
a menu - 01420 89062.) You are very welcome to join us and to invite a friend to 
come long too. But don't forget to book the friend and their main course! 
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 All Saints Coffee and Conversation 

Wednesdays 10.15am to 11.15am 

for friendship and sharing faith. 

All welcome at any time, come and just enjoy the company and join in the shar-
ing if you wish. Our sharing includes at the moment an overview of Jesus life and 
also people sharing their their own delights, difficulties and questions. 

Anything is allowed, it is very informal and open to anyone to just come and 
see." No experience necessary ! " led by Rev. Peter Brown and Anne Mason" 

 

 

 

Men's Breakfast 
 

We will be meeting again at the White Hart public house, Holybourne, at 8.30am 
on Saturday 29th January for our usual delicious ‘full English’ breakfast, all for 
just £9. Come and enjoy some lively banter and listen to our excellent speaker, 
Mark Rumsby, who will be talking about Martin Luther. If you have not attended 
the breakfast for a while, we would love to see you again. Please reply to Tim 
Codling by email: tim.codling@hotmail.co.uk or telephone him on 01420 80388 
by Wednesday 26th January. 



Page 18 Sunrise January 2022 

News from Holy Rood Church, Holybourne 

  

Hello friends! 
 

Writing this half way through December, 
there are a number of events still to come 
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus and the 
Christmas season.   Plans are afoot, of 
course, for the Christmas services, but we 
also have a Holy Rood lunch to look 
forward to along with a Teddies’ 
Christmas party and the Holybourne 
Nativity.  The church building is 
increasingly looking festive (special 
thanks to Jean and Charlotte Marchant for 
our wonderful wreath) and outside in the 
churchyard there is the opportunity for a 
‘selfie’ with our nativity scene! 
 

 

 

 

One stand out occasion this past 
month was when Alan Titchmarsh 
joined us at the Holy Rood 
Tuesday Coffee Morning.  He 
joined us in his role at a Deputy 
Lieutenant for Hampshire and very 
smart he looked too!  He even 
decorated a ‘cake’ for our entry for 
the Christmas Tree Festival 
although unfortunately we didn’t 
get him to sign it! 
 

 

 

 

 

Although still a small group, it has been lovely to welcome a few more children to 
Wednesday Teddies.  We had lots of fun making our tree for the Christmas Tree 
Festival (special thanks go to Corinne Armstrong for putting it together). 
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Thank you to everyone who has kindly knitted sheep for our ever increasing 
‘flock’.   What a wonderful array of shapes, sizes and colours! 
 

It was lovely to be able to ‘host’ Mary and Joseph, along with their donkey, as 
part of the ‘parish posada’ here at the Vicarage.   For the 24 hours they were 
with us they had a busy time attending the Ladies’ Meet and Eat Christmas 
meal, as well as Tuesday Coffee and Prayer at Holy Rood, and a shift at 
Resurrection Furniture before moving on to stay with the Edwards family.  If you 
didn’t host the posada this year can I encourage you to do so next year?  It’s 
such fun and a good way of meeting different people across the parish.   
 

 

 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy new year,  
with best wishes from everyone at Holy Rood,  

Ruth Randall 
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Please mention the Parish     
Magazine when contacting any 

of our Advertisers. 
Thank you 

LINDFORD GARDEN  
MAINTENANCE 

  

No  Job too small 
  

Home: 01420 769547 

Mob:    07785 588840 

  

Email:  
lindfordgardenmaintenance 

@gmail.com 
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The Sparkly  Christmas Tree Festival 

 

You did it Alton! Despite the Covid restrictions, we had the sparkliest Christmas 
Tree festival ever!  The church looked beautiful,  be-decked with 65  lovely, 
innovative trees and displays. In addition,  this year we had 64 Tibetan prayer 
flags, drawn by the children of The Butts School and St Lawrence School, which 
contained their messages of hope for the future of their world and the planet. I 
will put a selection of them into the Covid-19 record book.   I can't thank you all 
enough for taking part and supporting  the event in all sorts of ways, whether it 
was supplying or serving refreshments,  setting out the electrical wiring, sorting 
tangled  lights out, providing a tree or just  coming to see and enjoy  the trees. 
Your collective efforts were so much more than the sum of their parts. However, 
a special mention must go to my right hand Christmas elf, Carol Graham ,who 
always works tirelessly with me to get everything ready before during and after 
every festival . She is an absolute star.  My grateful thanks also goes to Gwen 
Mackrell, Gillian Muller and Diane Toms who ran the tombola stall, making the 
magnificent sum of £178.93. In addition, thanks also to our Deputy Mayor, Ginny 
Boxall for officially opening this year's festival, even though her audience 
consisted of me and Andrew! The total sum raised  from the tombola and  
donations came to £725.63 which is an incredible amount, all thanks to the 
generosity of our visitors. This means that the Kings Arm Youth Project and the 
Anna Chaplaincy will both benefit from a goodly sum of money. And it's all down 
to you wonderful folk.  So thank you from the bottom of my little Christmas tree 
fairy heart. Shall we do it again next year?  Carol?... CAROL! ..... come back      
C  a  r  o  l .............!!!!! 

Merry Christmas everyone. x 

Elaine Cook 
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Elaine, Deputy Mayor Ginny 
Boxall and Andrew at the 

opening of the Christmas Tree 
Festival 

 
 
 
 
 
Trees come in various sizes and 

designs including 
St Lawrence CE Primary School 

entitled “Keep Reading” 
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A New Year’s Resolution from Micah 

 

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of 
olive oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression…? He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you: To act justly and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:7-8) 

 

I quite like olive oil; not the Popeye character but the cooking ingredient. 
Although I am not sure what I would do with even one river of oil, and I have 
nowhere to put a ram. 

Still, this is one of my favourite Bible passages, and it is an ideal one for lawyers. 
It sums up in a very simple but helpful way what true religion should be. That 
makes it a good verse to start the year. The message is simple: God does not 
want empty promises or lip service, but our real devotion, from our heart. 

 

What does it mean for us? 

 

Do justly – Be honest and open in our dealings with others this year. Be 
dependable. We should say when things are going wrong and be appreciative 
when they go well. Be fair in our dealings, whether at home or at work or in 
church. Keep confidences and never pass on gossip. 

Love mercy – Give people the benefit of doubt, do not take advantage of others 
and do not always criticise or complain. Accept apologies and explanations 
where we can, and be generous. 

Walk humbly – Quietly get on with things. Do not make a big show of what we 
do. 

Lastly, we are required to do these things. They are not options or choices but 
requirements. Like many requirements in the Bible, they are simple to 
understand, but not always simple to do. Happy New Year. 
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Don’t cover over your garden 

 

The TV presenter Monty Don has said that having pavement or tarmac on your 
property is one of the ‘worst contributions’ that homeowners can make to climate 
change. 

The Gardeners’ World presenter points out that hard surfaces prevent water 
from being absorbed into the ground, which is a growing problem because of 
increased flooding. 

Instead, Don urges people to consider having as many absorbent surfaces in 
their gardens as possible. Writing in the BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine, he 
explains: “We need for excess water to slowly work down into our underground 
aquifers and make its way gradually to our rivers and out to the sea.” 

 

 

First time buyers 

 

The so-called ‘bank of mum and dad’ hit a new high in lending last year. Parents 
who helped their offspring to buy a first home gave them an average of £58,000. 
Nationally, that meant that parents loaned out about £9.8 billion, according to the 
estate agent Savills. 

The level of first-time buyers who rely on family funding is now at its highest 
since 2013. 

 

 

You are never more than 166 metres from a stray cat 

 

Britain is not short of stray cats. An estimated quarter of a million of them live in 
our towns and cities, according to recent research by Cats Protection and 
researchers at the University of Bristol. 

In some urban areas of Britain, there are even up to 57 stray cats per square 
kilometre.  It is these cats who are of particular concern to Cats Protection, 
because “they receive limited or no direct human support.” Often these cats are 
unneutered, and populations can expand rapidly, spreading disease and 
harming wildlife. 

For this reason, Cats Protection continues to urge owners to microchip and 
neuter their pets. 
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The Covid-19  Book 

 

This is just a little reminder that the Covid-19 record book is now available in the 
Galilee Chapel in St Lawrence Church for you to record your own personal 
thoughts about  the effect the Covid-19 pandemic has had on you, your life and 
family  and the hopes you have for a post-pandemic world. Once you have your 
thoughts together,  please go and write them down and make your contribution 
to this piece of social history. The book will be remain open until the end of 
March 2022.  

Elaine Cook  
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Eco Corner 

 

R-R speed record 

 

Rolls-Royce has tested a new all-electric aircraft, which it says could be the 
fastest plane of its type in the world. The Spirit of Innovation aircraft achieved a 
top speed of 387.4mph during one of three test runs in Wiltshire. 

Over a distance of 1.9 miles (3km) the all-electric plane reached a top speed of 
345.4mph. It then hit 330mph over 9.3 miles (15km).  

Aerospace company Rolls-Royce, said that its aircraft travelled more than 
132mph faster than the previous record set by the Siemens e-powered Extra 
330 LE Aerobatic in 2017.  

While a racing aircraft is about as useless as a Formula 1 car to most of us, such 
things really push technology from which we can all eventually benefit.The 
aircraft was powered by a very high energy battery which has potential to 
improve the speed and range performance of electric cars and trucks. 

 

Batteries for electric vehicles use elements such as Lithium and Cobalt.  The old 
Cornish tin and copper mining area based on Redruth is rich in lithium and may 
prove worth exploiting. 

In the 19th Century, the Mining Exchange building in Redruth town centre was 
the place for trading and exchanging copper and tin and the only mining 
exchange outside of London. The exchange had an ingenious way of capitalising 
on the fervour and chaos of the trading process – they fined mine captains for 
swearing, all proceeds went to fund the Miners' Hospital! 

 

Nigel Hughes 
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FRESH AYRES 
LANDSCAPES 

 
 
 
 
 

Complete Landscaping 
And Garden Maintenance 

Paving • Patios • Fencing • Decking 
Lawns • Turfing • Hedges 

Borders • Pruning • Planting 
• Tree Surgery • 

For Friendly Advice and a Free      
Estimate Call Mark or Adam on 

01420 82254 or 07980 665360 
www.freshayreslandscapes.co.uk 

Alton 

Amery Hill 
01420 82384 

Bordon 

Chalet Hill 
01420 472904 

Grayshott 
Crossways Road 

01428 604442 

Amery Veterinary Group 

ALTON, BORDON, GRAYSHOTT 

• Full Diagnostic and Surgical Facilities 

• Pet Passports 

• Microchipping 

• Weight watchers’ clinic 

• Free on-site car parking 

• 10% off your first consultation 

Offering compassionate care from friendly and highly qualified staff 
 

   www.ameryvets.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

07597 587344 
www.TheHelpfulGreg.co.uk 

 
To advertise in this Magazine, 

please contact the  
Advertising Editor 

(Read by over 450 households 
in and around Alton) 
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ECO Church 

  

Finding a pathway to Net Zero 

 

In 2020 the Church of England General Synod agreed to aim for net zero carbon 
emissions by 2030. Simply put that means reducing carbon emissions from 
heating, transport, food and materials and increasing renewable energy and 
carbon capture and carbon offsetting to reach zero.  Wow! That’s a big 
commitment to make.  

POTR has gained an Eco Church Bronze award. That’s good but gaining the 
Silver Award will be a bigger challenge. An important step is to measure our 
carbon footprint. That means measuring what carbon is emitted each year in 
operating our buildings and our various activities. What energy do we use in our 
buildings for heating, lighting and cooking? What do we use up in driving to and 
from church, in our ministry and outreach activities? What happens to our waste, 
how much is recycled are we using fair trade products?  

So, early in 2022 we will ask each of our worshipping communities to complete 
questionnaires about travel to church and for Parish activities. We will also 
collect information about food and drink consumed, general expenditure on 
printing, buildings maintenance and energy, waste recycling and water used in 
our four churches and two church halls.  That all adds up to our carbon footprint. 

What then? We will work out a plan to reduce that figure over time. Other 
churches are on the same pathway so we will aim to learn from them, amongst 
others three parish churches in Durham are leading the way. Many organisations 
offset their carbon emissions by paying for carbon reducing projects such as 
planting trees so we will look at that option too.   

Above all we want to encourage all of our church members to be thinking about 
our environment every-day – in your prayers, in your praise to God and in 
whatever way you contribute to Parish life. I will end with the Eco Church prayer 
for January.  
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Meet and Eat – women’s group for Fun and Fellowship 

  

Our final meeting of 2021 was an Alternative Christmas supper held at St. 
Lawrence Parish Centre. Eighteen of us were treated to a wonderful selection of 
meat and vegetarian Chilli, lasagne and curry. Followed by mince pies and 
delicious cup cakes. We had a Christmas Cracker quiz and a fun Secret Santa. 
Our special guests can be seen in the photo below. 

Despite all that happened in 2021 we managed to meet on Zoom, had walks in 
Alton, Chawton and Holybourne, talk from MAF, glass making. We are all hoping 
next year will allow us to meet in person and enjoy each other’s company. We 
would love to see you in 2022! 

Please do chat to Kathy Norkett at All Saints, Sarah Neish at Beech, Ruth 
Randall at Holybourne, Elspeth Mackeggie Gurney and Alison Parr at St. 
Lawrence about the group.  

If you would like to be added to the distribution list or need any further 
information just email Lyn Baines at 
meetandeat@btinternet.com   

 

Our next meeting is on Monday 7
th

 
February at 7pm in Holy Rood Church 
Model making, more details nearer the time 
in Parish Matters.  
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The February Copy Deadline is Noon    
Sunday 16 January -  Please no late articles 

Articles can be emailed to the editor  sunrise.alton@gmail.com 

left in Parish Office or taken to 31 Shipley Close.  
 Editor  Peter Hicks  80092 

 Advertising  Louis Nyman 07901 617046 

        (sunrise.adverts@outlook.com) 
 Printing  Digitus Printing Alton 541839 

 Distribution   Vacancy 

Donations towards printing costs will be much appreciated  -- Thank you 

And Finally . . . 
 

A local priest and pastor stood by the side of the road holding up a sign that said, 
“The End is Near! Turn yourself around now before it’s too late!” 

“Leave us alone, you religious nuts!” yelled the first driver as he sped by. Then 
from around the curve they heard a big splash. 

“Do you think,” said one clergyman to the other, “we should just put up a sign 
that says ‘bridge out’ instead?” 

 

 

The passenger tapped the taxi driver on the shoulder to ask him something. The 
driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the 
pavement, and stopped inches from a shop window. 

For a second everything went quiet in the car, then the driver said, “Look mate, 
don’t ever do that again. You scared the daylights out of me!” 

The passenger apologised and said he didn’t realise that a little tap could scare 
him so much. 

The driver replied, “You’re right. I’m sorry, it’s not really your fault. Today is my 
first day as a taxi driver. I’ve been driving a hearse for the last 15 years.” 

 

 

Spotted on a church notice board: 

When you were born, your mother brought you here. 
When you were married, your partner brought you here. 
When you die, your family will bring you here. 
In the meantime, why not try coming on your own sometimes? 



St Lawrence Church 
 Director of Music 
 Tony Willman  543628 
 Organist 
 Will Nisbet  
 Head Server 
 Clive Muller  86064 
 Captain of the Bell Tower 
 Matthew Watts  543886 
 Teddy Bears 
 Sarah Broadbent  85247 
 The Lighthouse 
 Fiona Micklefield 88794 
  

All Saints Church 

 Organist & Choir Leader 
 Ken Jackson  
 Bellringing 
 Matthew Watts  543886 

  
  

St Peter’s Church Beech 

 Organist  
 Gloria Wills 84056 
 Flowers 
 Sheila Sorby 88924 
 Sacristan 
 Sarah Neish 565696 
 

Church of the Holy Rood 
 Organist & Musical Director 
  
 Bellringing  
 Rob Law 544865 
 Flowers 
 Ruth Randall 549567 
 Sacristan 
 Vacant 

St Lawrence Organisations 
Community Market 
Clive Muller 86064 

Traidcraft 
Jo McGregor  87680 
Children’s Society 
Carol Williams  588565 

All Saints Organisations 

 Hard of Hearing Group 
 Annett Blackman 01420 543219 
 or Julia Poole 07840 066211 

 Children’s Society 
 Judy Brown 82289 

St Lawrence (CE) Primary School 
Headteacher 
Mrs. Dawn Casson  84400 
Chair of Governors 
Paul Susans  84400 

Andrews' Endowed CE Primary School 
 Headteacher 
 Mrs Maria Lloyd        83094 
 Chair of Governors 
 Shirley Nellthorpe 83094 

Other Organisations 

Busy Bees @ St Lawrence (Pre-school) 
Alison 549831 
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 
Catherine Morgan     cathmorg@outlook.com   
Organ Society 
Tony Willman  543628  
Girls’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist) 
Kym Burgess 01252 334814 
Boys’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist) 
Pete Burgess 01252 334814 
DofE 
David Allan 84739 



January Services for POTR & BLS 
 
Sunday 2nd January 

8am BCP Holy Communion St Lawrence Church 

10.30am POTR altogether service  St Lawrence Church  

10am Communion Service  St Mary’s Bentworth  

10am Communion Service St Mary’s, Lasham 

  

  

Sunday 9th January  

9.15am Communion Service St Peter’s Church  

9.30am Communion Service Holy Rood  

10.30am Communion Service  St Lawrence Church  

4pm Afternoon Worship All Saints Church  

4pm Church@4  St Lawrence School 

6pm Evening Worship St Lawrence Church 

10am Communion Service  St Mary’s, Bentworth  

10am Communion Service St Peter & Paul, Shalden  

 

Sunday 16th January  

9.30am Communion Service  Holy Rood  

10.30am Communion Service All Saints Church  

10.30am Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 

6.30pm Choral Evensong St Lawrence Church  

10am Communion Service St Mary’s, Lasham 

10am Communion Service  St Peter & Paul, Shalden 

  

Sunday 23rd January  

9.15am Communion Service St Peter’s Church 

10.30am Communion Service  St Lawrence Church 

4pm Afternoon Worship Holy Rood 

4pm Church@4  St Lawrence School 

6pm Evening Worship St Lawrence Church 

6pm BLS Together Service St Peter & St Paul, Shalden

  

Sunday 30th January 

10.30am Communion Service  St Lawrence Church 

 for POTR & BLS 

Every Wednesday: 
9.30am  Said Holy Communion All Saints  


