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The Parish of the Resurrection, Alton

Vicar: Reverend Canon Andrew Micklefield, 88794
St Lawrence Vicarage, Church St, Alton GU34 2BW

Sunday Services

Details of Sunday services for the month can

be found on the back cover. You will find that

there is a variety of services intended to meet the

needs of people of many different ages and

backgrounds. You are welcome to worship with us.

Family Worship

The church wants to make it as easy as possible

for families with children to become part of the

worship life of the church. To find out more contact

one of the clergy.
Marriage and Baptism Enquiries

Enquiries should be made to the Parish Office by

telephone 01420 513881 or by calling at the
Parish Office or email: office@potr-alton.co.uk
Parish Centre Bookings

It is possible to book St Lawrence Parish Centre or

All Saints Parish Hall for functions and other
events. Bookings for all Church Buildings and
Halls should be made to the Parish Office.

Parish Administrator (9am - 12noon)
Philippa Penfold (Mon-Wed) 07453 590569
Ellie Elder (Thurs & Friday) 07865 292401

PCC Secretary
Philippa Penfold 01420 513881
PCC Minute Secretary
Sue Hubbard 01420 513881
office@potr-alton.co.uk
Treasurer
Craig Stolton treasurer@potr-alton.co.uk

Parish Office: Tel. 01420 513881
Email: office@potr-alton.co.uk
All Saints Church Hall
Open Monday to Friday
9.00am-12.00 noon
Parish Web Site:
http://Iwww.potr-alton.co.uk

Associate Vicar

Vacancy
Assistant Priests

Jon Rooke 07519 046593

Revd Martin East 549595

Revd Lynn Power 07850 232995

Revd Bruce Nicole 07974 021764

Revd Peter Brown 549943
Licensed Lay Minister

Elaine Brown 549943
Curate

Wendy Burnhams 07514 280362
Anna Chaplain Pioneer

Debbie Thrower 07865 292401
Anna Chaplain

Kate Powell 07484 026546
Churchwardens

Matthew Bayliss 07920 002328

Helen Walters 07766 076899

Clive Muller 86064

Angie Briggs 544138

John Vivian 07535 188475

Sarah Neish 565696

Deanery Synod Representatives
Derek Gurney Matthew Bayliss
Tori Hewitt Elspeth Gurney

PCC Special Interest Members
Robin Kemp (SL)  Sarah Neish (St.P)
Wendy Burnhams (All S)

Lisa Hillan (HR)

Parish Donations Coordinator
Tori Hewitt 07554 428100

Pastoral Visiting

c/o The Ministry Team via the Office

Youth, Children & Family Worker

Vacant

The Parish of the Resurrection lies within the Winchester Diocese of the Church of England
& is in covenant partnership with Alton Methodist Church in the Greater Alton Project




First Thoughts ...

This is taken from a book called ‘The Advent Calendar’ by Steven Croft. You
can still order it from popular booksellers

“The cold and the rain led her, with the rest of the crowd, to the indoor shopping
mall. Everywhere was brightly lit. Everyone, it seemed, was shopping in twos
and threes. No-one else was on their own. Everyone was in a tearing hurry,
rushing about, heads down.

There was a strange new shop, Alice noticed, on one side of the mall. The sign
about the door said “The Christmas Preparation Shop”. There was nothing at all
in the window. Completely empty. Inside there was nothing on the shelves.
‘Strange,” thought Alice. ‘Have they sold out already? Or is it so new that they
haven’t got any stock yet?’

She pressed her nose up against the window. Around the sides of the shop were
little cubicles. Each was equipped with a telephone, pens, envelopes and paper,
but nothing else. There were no customers, unlike every other shop in the mall
which was packed out. No one else seemed to take the slightest notice...

JB led Alice and Sam into the doorway of the new shop Alice had seen on the
way in. ‘1 was looking at this before,’ said Alice. ‘It doesn’t seem to sell anything.’
‘Absolutely right,” said JB, opening the door and leading them in. ‘It doesn’t sell
anything at all. Everything in here is given away...

The most important lesson to learn about getting ready for Christmas is the one
about forgiveness. All over the world, people hurt those they love in terrible
ways... Scratch the surface of any family and you will find deep fractures.

‘Why do you think it is that people spend so much on Christmas? What is it they
are looking for in the bright lights and decorations, food and drink...?

‘And that is why the most important lesson in preparing for Christmas is this: use
these weeks before the Holy Day to practice forgiveness, to be reconciled, to let
go of old hurts and wounds, to bring hearts and lives together again. There is no
better way to get ready for the King.

‘The best way is just to decide you will forgive, and if you can, let the person
know. That's why this little centre is equipped with phones and pens and
paper...’

May the blessings of the Prince of Peace be with you this Christmas.

Andrew
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Charity Giving

The PCC have been given some very serious thought to how, as a Parish, we
support charity and mission agencies. We would like to put a more systematic
system in place. This was also discussed at this year's APCM and in other plac-
es and we have listened carefully.

It has been agreed that in 2024 we will give 5% of all regular giving to 4 charities
or mission agencies and then also ask that other events and activities support
them as well. We will look at our budgets but would like to raise this percentage
figure to 7.5% in 2025 and then 10% in 2026. We would also encourage other
ways to support these charities. We will look to support these chosen charities
for a 2/3 year period recognising that regular and ongoing gifts are good for their
own budget setting and work. It would be appropriate to think of support for lo-
cal, national and international organisations.

So, we would like some help in determining which charities/mission agencies to
support. We have come with simple criteria:

e  Christian based/founded or supportive of Kingdom values

e An ease of building relationship/partnership with the organisation

e People/families within the parish who can act as natural advocates - to keep
us informed

e An ability to be able to invite speakers and receive regular communication
from the organisation

e Aninter-generational appeal - can all-ages find ways to engage and support

Would you be able to nominate a charity or mission agency? If so, would you
please write a brief paragraph synopsis based on the above criteria for The Min-
istry Team to consider - send it to the Parish Office by email or note by the end
of November. They will then put a proposal to the January 2024 PCC meeting
for consideration. At that meeting there will be a full written policy presented so
that we have a basis for review and consistency.

As well as the chosen charities we will continue our regular support for Kara-
moja, The Anna Chaplaincy and Youth & Children’s Ministry. Also we would
always encourage local practical support for local charities and organisations as
we know is so prolific amongst our worshipping communities.

We will ensure we always make good use of Gift Aid possibilities.

We look forward to your ideas, and support of this way forward.

Andrew - on behalf of the PCC
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Do you receive our weekly
Email newsletters?
If not, but you would like to,

please contact Ellie in the
office - office@potr-alton.co.uk
and we can add you to the
database.

g LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE
THE LIGHTHOUSE

10.30am - 11.30am at the Parish
Centre, next to 5t Lawrence Church.

Whilst wou worship in church,

we invite your children to worship with us at The
Lighthouse,

We welcome all children aged betwean 0 - 11 years 10 |oin us every
sunday of the month in term time,

At the end of the session, the children will be brought back 1o church to
anjoy the last part of the sarvice.

wwaw potr-alton.co. uk
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Bible Readings for the month of December 2023

Taken from the Church of England lectionary — readings to use daily

Sunday 3" Advent Sunday

Advent 1 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 Mark 13: 24-37

Monday 4" Psalm 50 Isaiah 25:1-9 Matthew 12: 1 -21

Tuesday 5™ Psalm 80 or 5 Isaiah 26:1-13 Matthew 12: 22 - 37

Wednesday 6™ Psalm 7 or 119: Isaiah 28:1-13 Matthew 12: 38 - end
1-32

Thursday 7" Psalm 42 or 15 Isaiah 28: 14 - end Matthew 13: 1-23

Friday 8™ Psalm 25 or 19 Isaiah 29:1-14 Matthew 13: 24 -43

Saturday 9™ Psalm 9 or 23 Isaiah 29: 15 - end Matthew 13: 44 - end

Sunday 10" 2 Peter 3: 8-15a Mark 1:1-8

Advent 2

Monday 11" Psalm 44 or 30 Isaiah 30: 1-18 Matthew 14:1-12

Tuesday 12 Psalm 56 or 36 Isaiah 30: 19 - end Matthew 14: 13 -end

Wednesday 13" Psalm 62 or 34 Isaiah 31 Matthew 15:1-20

Thursday 14" Psalm 54 or 37 Isaiah 32 Matthew 15: 21 - 28

Friday 15™ Psalm 86 or 31 Isaiah 33:1-22 Matthew 15: 29 - end

Saturday 16" Psalm 145 0r42 | Isaiah 35 Matthew 16:1-12

Sunday 17" Zephaniah1:7,12-18 Matthew 25: 14-30

Advent 3

Monday 18™ Psalm 40 or 44 Isaiah 38:1-8, 21 - Matthew 16: 13 - end

22

Tuesday 19™ Psalm 146 Isaiah 38:9-20 Matthew 17:1-13

Wednesday 20™ Psalm 46 Isaiah 39 Matthew 17: 14 - 21

Thursday 21% Psalm 121 Zephaniah1:1-2:3 Matthew 17: 22 - end

Friday 22m Psalm 124 Zephaniah 3:1-13 Matthew 18:1-20

Saturday 23 Psalm 130 Zephaniah 3: 14 -end | Matthew 18: 21 - end

Sunday 24" Christmas Eve

Advent 4 Isaiah 52: 7-10 John 1: 1-14

Monday 25™ Psalm 110 Isaiah 62:1-5 Matthew 1: 18 - end

Tuesday 26" Psalm 13 Jeremiah 26:12- 15 Acts 6

Wednesday 27" Psalm 21 Exodus33: 12 - end 1John2:1-11

Thursday 28" Psalm 36 Baruch 4: 21 - 27 Matthew 18:1-10

Friday 29 Psalm 19 Jonah 1 Colossians 1: 1-14

Saturday 30" Psalm 113 Jonah 2 Colossians 1: 15-23
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Churchiid is an afl-age
famiby seniceswiiers @ 4
parants and children come
tinyether 1o learm about
Gad, sing sangs ared &njoy
cralts together, 3rd Sunday of the
Ted-and cake are served month at 4pm in the
before the service. Parish Centre. next

} 5t Lawrence

Church.

www.poir-alton.co.uk
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ALTONIAN CARE

Altonian Care is a family run home care agency. Our services are
both affordable and of the highest quality, from a simple 30
minute visit to 24 hour live, or overnight care.

ALTONIAN CARE
ALTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
AMERY STREET
ALTON
HAMPSHIRE
GU34 THN

01420 550161 | www.altonian.co.uk | admin@altonian.co.uk
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Moving house ?
Downsizing?

Resurrection Furniture at 21B High
Street

Lots of quality furniture that sells really fast, Beds Lamps Gifts
China Pictures Curtains Rugs Cushions and much more
NEW Opening hours: Monday to Saturday — 10.00 am to 4.00 pm

Clearing a property?
or just wanting a new look?

Come and see us!
We collect and deliver large items and give all our profits
to local good causes including youth work

ROBERT SMITH
Blacksmith

The Forge
Gosport Road
Farringdon,
Alton
Hampshire
GU34 3DL

Hand Forged Ironwork of High Quality
Gates, Railings, Fire baskets, Garden Fumiture, Curtain rails & fittings,
Door hinges & latches, General Metalwork, Repairs & Alterations

Telephone
01420 587233
Please ring Before calling

Please mention the Parish
Magazine when contacting any
of our Advertisers.
Thank you

PRIVATE CARERS
We are a small group of mature carers
who can provide care in the privacy of
your own home.
Assistance with personal care
Continence care.
Arranging appointments.
Meal preparation, shopping.
Light housework, Daytime sitting
service.
Overnight stays.
We are all insured & work independently
but still work together as a team so we
can provide cover for any holidays or
sickness.
References available
Tel Carol 07753178468
Email c.may981@btinternet.com
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Waverley Singers

Sat 2 December, 7:00pm St Lawrence Church, Alton

L]

0 Magnum Mysterium
A Christmas Mystery

FARNHAM YOUTH CHOIR ENSEMEBLE
ORGAN - PHILIP SCRIVEN
CONDUCTOR - RICHARD PEARCE

TICKETS £15 in advance
£17 on the door U18 £5

ticketsource.co.uk/waverleysingers

T nsr ARy (i) v v Sapiaam iy

EETFER

Retiring collection in aid of Alton Food Bank
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Sunday Evenings at 6pm
St Lawrence Church

We are making some regular changes to our Evening Services across each
month.

Week 2

A time of prayer for the parish, our community and nation interspersed with
Bible readings and reflective songs. There will be space to share ideas for
prayer and then time to pray quietly or altogether. ‘Be still and know that | am
God’ This replaces the Saturday Zoom prayers. It lasts about 50 minutes.

Week 3

Choral Evensong service from the Book of Common Prayer. This service is led
by the choir who sing a psalm, Magnificat, Nunc Dimittis and an anthem. There
are traditional hymns accompanied by the organ. There are also two Bible
Readings, a short sermon and prayers of intercession. It typically lasts about 50

-60 minutes and occasionally we end with ‘drinks and nibbles’.

Week 4

Informal Evening Service - an informal service led by a group of people who
plan it together. The music is led by a small band and we sing a variety of
contemporary worship songs. It contains teaching, open prayer, ‘Talking Jesus’
discussion and times of sharing. It lasts about 60 minutes. For October and
November we will look at ‘The Church in Harmony’ and the Book of Colossians.
Come and come and relax in the Lord’s presence and meet with Him afresh.
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Thursday i 11.00am Treloar School and College

Monday 11™ 6.30pm  |jngfield Close, Racecourse Estate
Tuesday 12"  6.30pm  charrington Close, Rivermead Gardens,
Tuesday 12™ 7.00pm  Queen Elizabeth Place, Town Centre
Tuesday 12" 7.30pm  The Butts Green

Tuesday 12"  8.30pm  connaught Way, Treloar Heights
Wednesday 13" 6.30pm  yyne Close, Greenfields Estate
Thursday 14"  6.30pmM  greenfields Avenus, (Opp Brandon Close)
Friday 15" 2.30pm  Bgech Village Hall

Saturday 16"  5.00pm | jpscombe Rise, Wooteys Estate
Saturday 16"  6.00pm  Barleyfields, Nr Holybourne

Monday 18" 6.30pm  Hop Fields Estate

Tuesday 18"  7.00pm  Holland Drive, Four Marks

Tuesday 19"  7.00pm  wentworth Gardens, Greenfields Estate

Tuesday 19"  7-00pm  The White Heart, Holybourne

Wednesday 20" 1.30pm  Northa nger Close, Greenfields Estate

More location details can be found at
https:/fharvestchurch.uk/pop-carols

Sunrise December 2023




News from Alton Methodist Church

We look forward to welcoming the parish to two GAP services in the Methodist
Church in December, on Sunday 3rd and Sunday 31st, both starting at 10.00am.
There will be Lighthouse on offer for the children at both GAP services.

This year we are holding our Carol Service at the morning service to make it
accessible to more members.

Sunday services in December:-

Sunday 3rd - GAP Service, 10am (with Lighthouse)

Sunday 10th - Morning Worship, 10am

Sunday 17th - Carol service led by Mrs Liz George, 10am

Sunday 24th - Christmas Communion, 10am; Family Christingle, 4pm
Christmas Day Celebration, 10am

Sunday 31st - GAP Service, 10am (with Lighthouse)

Messy Church on Saturday 2nd December, 10-12, will have a Christmas

theme. All families with children are most welcome - activities are geared to the
Primary School age range.
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ST LAWRENCE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Head Boy and Head Girl

| am thrilled to announce that Matthew Gibbs and Emily Brake are our Head Boy
and Head Girl for this academic year. There was a democratic process where a
shortlist was made in class and then the candidates read their speeches out to
the whole school and the votes were counted up. In the new year, Matthew and
Emily will help me write this monthly article.

School in a Bag for Ukraine

Our harvest charity this year was raising money for School in a Bag for Ukraine.
We had set a £100 target and amazingly with the generous donations from our
families, we smashed the target and raised £400! All our children wrote “Dear
Friend” letters too so that when the children receive these rucksacks with school
and medical resources in, they will also have a letter from one of our children.

Eco church partnership

Building and being part of a community is so important to us here at St Lawrence
CE Primary School and so it was lovely to support the eco work of St Lawrence
Church. Year R and Year 6 went out to plant 600 bulbs in the churchyard with
the Eco Church Team. | had a lovely email from Elspeth afterwards about our
children:

“Please pass on our thanks to Hawthorn & Willow classes for their brilliant help
in planting 600 crocus bulbs in the rose beds in the churchyard. All the
children worked very hard and worked really well in their buddy pairs - we were
all very impressed. Their help is so much appreciated.

Kind regards,

The Eco Church Team”

The Year R and Year 6 buddy system is working really well and seeing the
happy faces of Willow when they spot their buddy is heart-warming. | am really
proud of our Year 6s taking on more responsibility this year by looking after our
younger children, greeting parents at Family Time and welcoming Key Stage 1
at the gate in the mornings.
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Key Stage 1 Nativity and Key Stage 2 Cantata

As | walk around the school, | am being treated to hearing all our children
practising their singing. Key Stage 1 are working really hard learning lots of
words for their Nativity called “Born in a Barn”. They will perform at the beginning
of December in our school hall to a packed audience of family.

Our Key Stage 2 children are also impressing me with how quickly they are
picking up their songs for the cantata called “Witnesses”. As is tradition, we have
one performance the week before the end of term in St Lawrence Church with
the whole of Key Stage 2 singing along with a live band. The PTA kindly provide
mulled wine and mince pies afterwards. It is a wonderful way to kick off the
Christmas celebrations and to hear all of our children sing definitely brings much

joy.

Wishing you a very happy Christmas from all of us at St Lawrence CE
Primary School!

Mrs Fiona Micklefield
Headteacher
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POTR ADVENT
WINDOWS 2023.

Enmﬂr.und join our Elﬂﬂu trail nf Advent
mruﬁl;lw&. A brightly lit window display
will haravadpﬂaunhdﬁyquﬁihlh
24th December. The houses will be lit up
hahﬁ-m approx 4pm to 7pm. Fl&l: up a
map from St Lawrence ¢|\l-lmh.
Hn%&umn"ﬁﬁlrﬁﬁ'mms or online.

www_pu'rn -ALTON.CO.UK/POTR-

T

- .1|_...__.”_r______' e T ey .'.- aliely .'

i 1O OUI’

CI” rlstmg\e
e St Lawrence Church 4pm
Sunday 10th Deeembe-.r ﬁ%
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Resurrection Furniture

CHRISTMZS GIET
DONATION

Resurrection Furniture working with Atton Community

Cuploard, to help to ensure thot as many people ds
passible have o present to open an Christmos-dasy.

All new gifts welgarme for men, ladies and children, even pets,
We will:gift wrop and supply a nome tog.
Gifts will be taken to Altan Semmunity Cupkodrd just bafore,
Christrniog:Bee for distribution.
Hel to spread some Christmas Cheer!
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December Services for POTR & BLS

3rd December

Advent Sunday

8am BCP Communion Service St Lawrence Church

10am GAP Advent Service Alton Methodist Church
6pm Advent Carol Service St Lawrence Church

10am Communion Service St Mary’s, Lasham

6pm Service of Light St Peter & St Paul Shalden
10.30am Butts Church Service All Saints Church

10th December

Advent 2

9.15am Communion Service St Peter’'s Church
9.30am Communion Service Holy Rood Church
10.30am Communion Service St Lawrence Church
3pm Carol Service All Saints Church
10.30am Butts Church Service All Saints Church

Saturday 16th December

5pm Carol Service St Mary’s Church Lasham

17th December

Advent 3

10.30am Communion Service with carols All Saints Church

10.30am Carols for All St Lawrence Church

6pm Carol Service Holy Rood Church

10am Carol Service St Mary’s Church, Bentworth
5pm Carol Service St Peter & St Paul, Shalden
6.30pm Butts Church Service All Saints Church
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Thursday 21st December

7pm Carol Service

24th December
Christmas Eve

3pm Crib Service

4pm Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight Communion
11.30pm Midnight Communion
11.30pm Midnight Communion
10.30am Butts Church Service
6.30pm Butts Church Service

25th December
Christmas Day

8am BCP Communion Service
9.15am Christmas Communion
9.30am Christmas Communion
10.30am Christmas Family Communion
11am Christmas Communion
9.30am Christmas Communion

10am Christmas Communion
9.30am Butts Church Service

31st December
New Year’s Eve

10am New Year Communion

St Lawrence Church

Holy Rood Church
St Lawrence Church

Holy Rood Church
St Lawrence Church
St Mary’s Bentworth

All Saints Church
All Saints Church

St Lawrence Church
St Peter’'s Church
Holy Rood Church
St Lawrence Church
All Saints Church

St Peter & St Paul, Shalden
St Mary’s Church Lasham

All Saints Church

Alton Methodist Church

Wednesday,10am, Holy Communion - All Saints Church
No service on 27th December

Sunrise December 2023
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What’'s On. ..

Friday Coffee Morning
Friday 1 December

St Lawrence Church
Monthly Coffee Mornings (first Friday in month), at St. Lawrence Church, from

10.30am until 12.00am.

The informal sessions are open to everyone, with plenty of cake and
conversation.

Please come along, and meet-up with old friends, and make new ones.

POTR St Lawrence Monthly Market
Saturday 2 December 9.00 to 12.30

In the Parish Centre,
Books, Puzzles, Produce, Cakes and a Tombola

Our last tombola was at Easter and was great fun for everyone, in order to
make this one just as interesting we require plenty of prizes. If you have any
unwanted gifts or would like to buy a small prize to donate then please give them
to Clive or myself when you see us in church. We would be most grateful. Don't
forget to come and have a go you might even win your gift back again!!

Gillian Muller

St Lawrence Organ Concert

Tuesday 5th December
Marcus Wibberley - London Based Concert Organist

Tuesday 9th January
David Price - Portsmouth Cathedral Lirgan saciety

GAP Ladies Lunch
Wednesday 31 January 12.15 for 12.30pm Swan Hotel

If you have not already booked and ordered your main course, please contact
Norma Duke on 01420 84722. This is an excellent way of getting to know more
people. You are very welcome to join us and to invite a friend to come long too.
But don't forget to book the friend and their main course.
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Men's Breakfast

Will Continue in January

All Saints Coffee and Conversation
(2nd & 4th Wednesdays 11am to 11.30am
after Communion at 10am)

for friendship and sharing faith.

All welcome at any time, come and just enjoy the company and join in the
sharing if you wish. Our sharing includes at the moment an overview of Jesus life
and also people sharing their own delights, difficulties and questions.

Anything is allowed, it is very informal and open to anyone to just come and
see." No experience necessary ! " led by Anne Mason"

GAP Traidcraft Coffee Morning
Every Tuesday from 10-12 noon

Alton Methodist Church.

All profits to local charities. Come and catch up with friends over coffee.
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Eco Corner

This time | simply quote from a number of reports recently published, as they
sum up the bad news and the good.

UN Climate Change News, 26 October 2022:

A new report from UN Climate Change shows countries are bending the curve of
global greenhouse gas emissions downward but underlines that these efforts
remain insufficient to limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius by the
end of the century

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace says:

There are plenty of reasons to worry about climate change in 2023, from record-
high coal consumption to record-high ocean temperatures. As climate scientists
at the United Nations and protestors in the streets keep reiterating, humanity is
in a climate crisis.

And yet it's not all bad news. Positive trends—Ilike the rapid spread of electric
vehicles and solar panels and the recent decline in Amazon Rainforest
deforestation—give humans reason to hope. It's worth talking about this good
news to forestall fatalism and encourage more action.

EuroNews Green reports that Energy generated by fossil fuels in the EU hit a
record low in the first half of 2023, In the first half of 2023, the 27 member states
burned 17 per cent less fossil fuels for electricity than during the same period in
2022.

The study from clean energy think tank Ember found that between January and
June, fossil fuels generated just 33 per cent of electricity - their lowest-ever
share of the EU’s power mix.

We just need to go faster. | long for the day when there is a report that
atmospheric greenhouse gases have actually gone down.

Nigel Hughes

Ecumenical Coffee Morning

The most recent donation from the ecumenical coffee morning, held every
Tuesday at Alton Methodist Church, went to St. Michael's Hospice. Louise
Gough, Community Engagement Fundraiser, received the £500 cheque from
Geraldine Mason who, with her daughter Fran, is part of the coffee- making
team. Geraldine’s late husband, David, received exemplary care at the Hospice
in the days before his death earlier this year. Based in Basingstoke, the Hospice
cares for patients from all areas of North East Hampshire.
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Meet and Eat — women’s group for Fun and Fellowship

Fourteen of the Meet and Eat group met on Monday 6th November at Holy Rood
Church. We all got into the Christmas spirit, decorating glass jars with foliage,
Christmas decorations. They all looked very festive.

Meet and Eat — women’s group for Fun and Fellowship
Our last Meet and Eat for 2023 will be on Monday 4th December starting at
7pm in Holy Rood Church. Bring and Share Supper with a Quiz.

Please do chat to Kathy Norkett at All Saints, Sarah Neish at Beech, Gill Tull at
Holy Rood, Elspeth Mackeggie Gurney and Alison Parr at St. Lawrence about
the group.

If you would like to be added to the distribution list or need any further
information just email Lyn Baines at meetandeat@btinternet.com
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LOOS

FOR DOs

AWARD WINMING LOCAL TCILET HIRE

Luxury Trailer Tailets
Sirgle Fortoble Tolets
Showers
Disablen Units
Lirincls
Leng Term Restol

01420 588 355
hello@ loos.couk
www loos.couk

PLESEE QUIOTESURREE " WwHEM dETTIMO IH TOLLH

- - -J R Lintott - - -
Sewing machinist

Loose covers, Cushions, Arm
caps.
Hems shortened on trousers,

= _is%

01420 89475
Joylintott@hotmail.com

KEMP & STEVENS

THORNE FAMILY

Miichae] Thowme Dis £0 LMBED
oM Tharng MEIF ip FD LR

INDEFENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
93 High 5treet, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG
01420 83177 {24 hours)

HAobin Thorne Cop F0 LMEFD
Gill Thoema Dig PO LMBIFD

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses serving the
local ond surrounding community for generations,
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Borovere

Care Home

v Home for Life Commitment - you will
never be asked to leave if funds run out

v Superior care with not-for-profit values
v’ Mo obligation trial stay

Chat with us today

01420 557 553

10 Borovere Lane, Alton, Hampshire GUSE TPD

greensleeves

W g ek
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Hard of Hearing Group — latest news
Lip Reading

Reminder - There will be NO Lip Reading session in
December. =
The new term will start on Tuesday 9™ January 2024, 2pm in

the Church hall. Put the date in your new diary and come
along and give it a try. You will be made very welcome!

B P _—_an N
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KNITTERS ANONYMOUS
Handmade — with Love

Thank you to all who have been so industrious over this last year, and to all of
you who have kept us going with generous donations of wool. With all your hard
work we have been able to donate a bumper amount of completed Knits and
Crochet garments and blankets all of which have all been despatched to our
various charities. Just before writing this we had a first — | discovered a box of
knitted cakes at the back of All Saints Church!! They were delicious!! They
were passed on, and much appreciated, to the Anna Chaplain Event to raise
money for their funds. Thank you to the anonymous donor! Many thanks also to
those who knitted small Christmas decorations to hang on our exhibit at the
Christmas Tree Festival.

There will be NO Knitting meeting in December The first session will be 16™
January 2pm in All Saints hall. Please come and join us! Kate 01420 83514
or kaddando@gmail.com

For further details about the Group contact Annette
ablackman4@qooglemail.com

We wish all our members and supporters a very Happy Christmas and hope that
you will be able to join us at our Christmas Carol Service

ALTON ALL SAINTS HARD OF HEARING GROUP
You are all invited to the
Annual Christmas Carol Service
led by Revd. Wendy Burnhams (with Lip Speaker)
Tuesday 12" December 2.30pm
All Saints Church, Queens Road
and afterwards in the Church Hall for light refreshments
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Anna Chaplaincy Update - December 2023

| am pleased to be able to report that the Anna Chaplaincy continues to grow

with more referrals from healthcare professionals, more people attending our

care and residential home services and more Anna Friends coming on board!
There will be an Anna Friend Commissioning for some newer Anna Friends at
the next GAP service (10am on 3™ December at the Alton Methodist Church).
Do come along if you can as we would love to see you there.

In other news, | was lucky enough to be invited to the first Anna Chaplaincy
Conference since Covid. It was lovely to meet 40 other Anna Chaplains from all
over the country and hear about their ministries. Debbie Thrower led the
conference and reported on the impressive growth of Anna Chaplaincy
nationwide. She even met the Archbishop of Canterbury recently who was very
encouraging about the ministry and its growth. There was a lovely quote from
the Bishop of Portsmouth which | want to share with you:

“Young people are not the work of tomorrow - they are the work of today. Just as
older people are not the work of yesterday — they are the work of today. This is
my vision for the church — that we all come together today to share the love of
our Lord with others.”

So a big cheer for today and thank you again for all your support.

Kate & The Anna Chaplaincy Team

Alton Womens’ Refuge

Alton Womens’ Refuge, which also has some teenage boys and girls, thanks
everyone who has so kindly and generously contributed toiletries, toys, crayons,
colouring and story books, diaries and note books throughout the past year.

The managers and residents are most grateful.

Last Christmas we were able to pass on some lovely gifts to the mothers and
children - most of whom arrive without anything, having fled abusive
relationships.

There is a box at St. Lawrence Church on the right as you enter, or | can collect.
Please note that items must be new and unopened..

Thank you so much.
Peta Sutherland (01420 84149)
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Notes from a “Merry” Christmas Choir

We have started a merry little Christmas tradition in the choir. Before the
Christmas carol service, we have taken to quaffing a teeny tot of ruby port, just
to get the voices warmed up. When you consider that we will have emerged from
a vestry that doubles up as an ecclesiastical freezer, you'll get our point. Cockles
will be warmed and notes ever sweeter thanks to its defrosting and convivial
effect! Therefore, we do hope that you will be able to join us at this lovely service
of Christmas Day anticipation on Thursday 21° December at 7pm and don’t
forget you have the opportunity to join in, not only in the well- loved Christmas
carols but also in the joyful Prosecco afterwards, to really get you in the
Christmas mood.

As we reflect back over a year of largely no covid restrictions, it gladdens our
little choristers’ hearts that Choral Evensong is well and truly back. Please keep
coming to this service and tell your friends about it too. Now that we have met
our new Bishop of Winchester and have had a chance to show him the standard
we can sing to we hope to nab another slot in the cathedral before too long.

We would love to get the message out there that Evensong is for every one of
every age, especially in this manic and complicated world in which we find
ourselves living. Andrew has had the idea of having some “come and sing”
workshops around choral evensong music which we think is a novel and great
idea. Watch this space for any news and updates on that.

| was listening to the radio this afternoon and there was a feature about Ed Balls
conducting the BBC Singers in Norwich Cathedral. (We all secretly aspire to
being as good as the BBC Singers!) This in celebration not only of its organ
rebuild but also the music of the 20th Century English composer, organist and
teacher, Herbert Howells, whose Collegium Regale we have sung several times
here in St Lawrence and will also be singing at the Advent Carol service. He
said that he attended a service of evensong when he was a student at Keble
College Oxford and the experience had never left him. We agree — once heard,
never forgotten.

It just leaves me to wish you a Happy Christmas from us all. Thank you, once
again, for the support of your choir throughout the year and in the words of the
great Herbert Howells;

“From the earth another song shall rise/to meet your own in Heaven'’s long
delight". - -

R ﬁ
A , , ,
"!f_ 0 AL} .]. Have a delightful Christmas!
ﬁ S i Elaine, Tony, Will and the Choir
L =
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Christmas
Tree Festival

5t Lawrence Church Alton

Saturday Pth Decembear 10-4pm
Sunday 10th December 12-4pm

All Donations Will Support:

Afton & Diefrict Commanity Belied Foundation & Homestart
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Alton Concert Band,
Alton Choral Society & Ancora
Present in aid of

)

SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 2023

Doors open 6.30pm for 7.00pm start
ALTON MALTINGS

A CONCERT OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC
AND CAROLS

Alton Malt.lngs
Clir. Suzie Burns from EHDC
Focus Stoves
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE ALTONu3a
WINTER SALES?! u 3 [
fiwe

If you are finding these dull, damp winter days are getting you down, then why
not find new interests and friends with Altonu3a? Reduced membership
subscription rates of between £12 - £35 are available for January - May 2023,
and you are welcome to take a “taster” class before joining (class size
permitting). There are now more than 55 different classes and activities, most of
which can welcome new members mid-year; plus monthly coffee mornings at the
Allen Gallery and monthly talks with tea at the Alton Community Centre, which
are both open to all. And, as we start to plan the 2024-5 programme, ideas for
new groups are always welcome please. Do pick up a current 2023-4 “Blue
Book” programme from the Allen Gallery, the Curtis Museum, the Library or the
Community Centre; visit our website at altonu3a.co.uk; or contact the
Membership Secretary Colin Aiken for more details
altonu3amembers@gmail.com

WITH ALTON U3A YOU WILL “LEARN, LAUGH, LIVEl”

"For the next part of our carol-service.,
MNigel. the verger's nephew will play his
interpretation of Silent Night..."
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FRESH AYRES
LANDSCAPES

&%
N
Complete Landscaping
And Garden Maintenance
Paving * Patios * Fencing * Decking
Lawns ¢ Turfing * Hedges
Borders * Pruning ¢ Planting
* Tree Surgery

For Friendly Advice and a Free
Estimate Call Mark or Adam on

01420 82254 or 07980 665360

www.freshayreslandscapes.co.uk

The u‘
e oea

- the handyman
o & bike
W He~ving &lmon

07597 587344
www.TheHelpfulGreg.co.uk

-
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Compleet Feet
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Snulke el leading
Poddiatry Clinic in
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Ireatment for lungal
taeTialls aed vermucae.
Epecialisl in alher sy
smznzlhetic precalunes

W proeide @ eogdele lep o s sere i al vin Ciniol bor
s puen prelor e da wellsa debvrring rhe svmdard gedlbey and
chircpady mrdce . s cden

a Fazmaned eferrae buer
LT ol B

s fabs e perrarens bvr, erallvele arsd sere reresal
srithim s elral pracs: K eEdG boer,

a Cdbpmuashidiseskia rejeveanlin by fsrearaders

4 Oenparsic dsbal dde peslned Eedren beblde

s Thr LA mine-nemol pan-pegra laee- 181

meaTes B ol nai<

— B iy
(7 \} L
¢4 Complest o G
o Mesthelics N

5 Meepvdy Srreer diee GITH IDD - r'

RIS 1o *

!
wnrAriplsdlerl paak
wrwaiilaraeatedis ik

To advertise in this Magazine,
please contact the

Advertising Editor
(Read by over 450 households
in and around Alton)

Amery Veterinary Group

ALTON, BORDON, GRAYSHOTT Wi { ;E

Offering compassionate care from friendly and highly qualified staff
Full Diagnostic and Surgical Facilities

www.ameryvets.co.uk °
ry e Pet Passports
e Microchipping
¢ Weight watchers’ clinic
L ¢ Free on-site car parking
- ¢ 10% off your first consultation
Alton Bordon Grayshott
Amery Hill Chalet Hill Crossways Road

01420 82384 01420 472904 01428 604442
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CHARLES READ

‘ SR EYT LR RS Srpstdet & mamilpdL waiEh

Adams Way, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 ZUU

Enabling peaple In later |Ife to llve Independent happy and
Fulfilling lives. We offer nursing, dementia, end of life and
respite care at our modern and welcoming home.

Contact our friendly team to find out more

Call 0300 303 4866 @

Brapocar amd uimd

Email homes@brendoncare.org.uk BrendonCare
Visit www,brendoncare.org.uk/alton Qi-""'-'-l'ﬂ'-"'r Are

Regisrared charty numbe 2G508
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And Finally . . .

Christmas gifts

Grandfather was talking to his granddaughter, “When | was a child all we got for
Christmas was an apple and an orange.”

The little girl clapped her hands in joy. “Brilliant! I'd love a new computer and a
mobile!”

Christmas shopping

It was Christmas and the judge was in a benign mood as he asked the prisoner
what he was charged with. “Doing my Christmas shopping early,” replied the
man.

“Why, that’s no offence,” said the judge. “How early were you doing it?”
“Before the store opened,” replied the defendant.

What do you get Dad?

December is the month when the family begins to discuss what to get Dad for
Christmas. Some argue for a shirt; others hold out for a pair of socks. But the
argument usually ends in a tie.

The Christmas stars

Any astronomer can predict with absolute accuracy just where every star in the
universe will be as the clocks chime midnight on Christmas Eve. He can make no
such prediction about his teenage daughter.

DRL
Sunrise
The January Copy Deadline is Noon LT e T T R BT
Sunday 10 December - Please no late articles

Articles can be emailed to the editor sunrise.alton@gmail.com
left in Parish Office or taken to 31 Shipley Close.

Editor Peter Hicks 07768 041 622
Advertising Please contact the Editor
Printing Digitus Printing  Alton 541839

Donations towards printing costs will be much appreciated -- Thank you
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St Lawrence Church
Director of Music

Tony Willman 543628
Organist

Will Nisbet

Head Server

Clive Muller 86064
Captain of the Bell Tower
Matthew Watts 543886
Teddy Bears

Lynn Power 07850 232995
The Lighthouse

Fiona Micklefield 88794

All Saints Church
Organist & Choir Leader
Ken Jackson
Bellringing
Matthew Watts 543886

St Peter’s Church Beech
Organist
Gloria Wills 542683
Sacristan
Sarah Neish 565696

Church of the Holy Rood
Bellringing
Matthew Watts 543886
Flowers
Ruth Randall 549567
Sacristan
Alan Armstrong

St Lawrence Organisations
Community Market

Clive Muller 86064

Traidcraft

Jo McGregor 87680

Children’s Society

Carol Williams 588565
All Saints Organisations

Hard of Hearing Group

Annett Blackman 01420 543219

or Julia Poole 07840 066211

Children’s Society

Judy Brown 82289
St Lawrence (CE) Primary School

Headteacher

Fiona Micklefield 84400

Chair of Governors

Paul Susans 84400

Andrews' Endowed CE Primary School
Headteacher

Mrs Gemma Gundry 83094
Chair of Governors
Daniel Rainbird 83094

Other Organisations
Busy Bees @ St Lawrence (Pre-school)
Debbie Morgan 07561 346521
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides
Catherine Morgan  cathmorg@outlook.com

Organ Society

Tony Willman 543628
Girls’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist)
Kym Burgess 01252 334814
Boys’ Brigade (at Alton Methodist)
Pete Burgess 01252 334814

DofE
David Allan 84739



Christmas Tree Festival

St Lawrence Church
9 and 10 December
Saturday 10am to 4pm
Sunday 12noon to 4pm

Free Admission and Festive Refreshments

NB December Services for POTR & BLS
can be found on the centre pages 16 & 17



